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S  E  EM  0  N. 


NUMBERS  XXIII.  23  : 

“  ACCORDING  TO  THIS  TIME  IT  SHALL  BE  SAID  OF  JACOB  AND  OF  ISRAEL, 

WHAT  HATH  GOD  WROUGHT!” 

The  narrative,  in  which  this  passage  occurs,  exhibits  two  wicked 
men  engaged  in  earnest  co-operation,  and  yet,  in  some  respects, 
with  very  different  feelings,  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  same 
evil  purpose.  The  people  of  Israel,  on  their  march  from  Egypt 
to  Canaan,  became,  to  some  extent,  the  terror  of  the  nations 
through  which  they  passed.  While  they  were  encamped  in  the 
plains  of  Moab,  Balak,  the  king  of  that  country,  became  alarmed 
for  the  safety  of  his  nation  ;  and  forthwith  despatched  messengers 
to  Balaam,  a  noted  diviner,  with  a  request  that  he  would  come 
without  delay,  and  curse  the  hostile  people  that  were  hovering  upon 
his  borders.  The  message  was  accompanied  by  valuable  presents, 
and  this,  to  a  man  whose  ruling  passion  seems  to  have  been  the 
love  of  gain,  was  all  that  was  necessary  to  secure  to  the  request  a 
prompt  and  earnest  attention.  But  notwithstanding  Balaam  was 
well  enough  disposed  to  do  all  that  the  king  of  Moab  desired,  yet 
God  miraculously  interposed  his  prohibition  ;  and  the  prophet, 
corrupt  as  he  was,  had  too  much  conscience  to  venture  in  the  face 
of  it :  he  therefore  reluctantly  sent  word  back  to  the  king,  that  he 
could  not  obtain  the  divine  permission  to  comjjly  with  his  request. 
AVhen  this  message  was  communicated  to  Balak,  he  instantly 
renewed  the  application,  accompanying  it  with  a  more  tempting 
offer ;  and  though  Balaam  still  resolutely  declined  doing  anything 
that  should  contravene  the  divine  will,  yet  he  showed  himself  more 
than  willing  to  accede  to  Balak’s  proposal,  provided  the  divine 
prohibition  might  be  withdrawn.  In  the  course  of  the  night,  while 
the  messengers  were  yet  waiting  for  his  answer,  God  came  to  him 
in  some  miraculous  way,  and  gave  him  permission  to  accompany 
them  on  their  homeward  journey,  but  requiring,  most  explicitly,  a 
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strict  obedience  to  whatever  subsequent  commands  he  might  receive 
from  Him. 

At  length  Balaam,  after  a  journey  signalized  by  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  events  on  record,  arrived  within  the  territories  of 
Moab ;  and  Balak,  in  token  of  the  satisfaction  which  he  felt  on  the 
prophet’s  arrival,  went  out  to  meet  him,  and  conducted  him  to  his 
capital,  that  he  might  there  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
the  accomplishment  of  his  object.  The  next  day  the  king  took 
Balaam  up  into  the  high  places  of  Baal,  that  he  might  have  a  view 
of  the  people  whom  he  had  been  sent  for  to  curse,  as  they  lay 
densely  covering  the  plains  below  him.  But  behold,  after  they  had 
built  their  altars  and  offered  their  sacrifices,  and  the  divine  commu¬ 
nication  actually  came,  instead  of  the  expected  curse,  it  was  a 
glorious  prophetical  blessing  upon  the  people  of  Israel  ;  and 
Balaam  was  constrained  to  utter  it,  notwithstanding  the  disappoint¬ 
ment  and  mortification  to  which  it  must  have  subjected  him. 
Balak,  however,  could  not  rest  satisfied  without  another  trial ;  and 
he  therefore  takes  the  prophet  to  the  top  of  Pisgah  ;  and  there  the 
ceremony  of  offering  sacrifices  is  repeated  ;  and  another  meeting 
takes  place  between  God  and  the  prophet,  and  the  result  is  just  as 
it  was  before,  except  that  the  blessing  pronounced  upon  Israel  is  still 
more  extended  and  particular.  The  text  is  part  of  this  second 
message  to  Balak,  with  which  Balaam  was  charged  ;  and  it  ex¬ 
presses,  in  the  strongest  manner,  God’s  gracious  interposition  for 
the  safety  of  Israel,  amidst  all  the  perils  to  which  they  were  exposed. 
“  According  to  this  time  it  shall  be  said  of  Jacob  and  of  Israel, 
What  hath  God  wrought !” 

Notwithstanding  this  exclamation  had  particular  reference  to  the 
condition  of  the  people  of  Israel  at  the  time  when  it  was  uttered, 
it  may  very  properly  be  extended  to  the  general  course  of  God’s 
providence  towards  them,  as  exhibited  in  their  entire  history.  It 
will  be  no  misapplication  of  the  passage,  to  use  it,  as  I  design  to  do 
on  the  present  occasion,  in  illustration  of  the  importance  op  this 
WONDERFUL  PEOPLE,  as  evinced  by  the  dealings  of  God  towards 
them,  and  the  'purposes  which  He  accomplishes  hy  them. 

I.  Let  us  contemplate  the  dealings  of  God,  towards  the  Jews. 
“  What  hath  God  wrought”  for  them !  What  is  the  character  of 
the  agency  here  referred  to  % 

First  of  all,  I  would  say,  it  is  a  benignant  agency.  Whether  we 
contemplate  the  past  in  the  light  of  history,  or  the  future  in  the 
light  of  prophecy,  this  remark  will  be  found  to  have  a  manifold 
illustration. 

Look,  then,  at  the  origin  of  the  Jewish  nation,  in  the  call  of 
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Abraham.  God,  in  his  unsearchable  wisdom,  singled  out  this  ven¬ 
erable  patriarch  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  to  become  the  head  of 
“  a  peculiar  people,”  the  depository  of  influences  to  which  no  limit, 
either  of  time  or  of  space,  could  be  assigned.  It  were,  indeed,  a 
mark  of  signal  favour  towards  the  patriarch  himself,  that  he  should 
be  selected  as  the  subject  for  such  honour;  but  the  blessing 
bestowed  upon  him  was  a  public  blessing ;  it  was  a  blessing  upon 
the  nation  that  was  to  spring  from  him ;  a  blessing  that  had  in  it 
the  elements,  not  only  of  perpetuity,  but  of  increase  to  the  end  of 
time.  All  the  manifestations  of  God’s  goodness,  not  to  the  Jewish 
nation  only,  but  to  the  Christian  Church,  through  all  generations, 
past,  present  and  future,  may  be  said,  in  some  sense,  to  have 
originated  in  the  call  of  Abraham,  and  the  gracious  promises 
which  attended  it. 

As  the  immediate  design  of  God,  in  this  primary  dispensation 
towards  the  father  of  the  faithful,  was  to  found  a  new  and  distinct 
nation,  destined  to  occupy  the  most  glorious  jJ^ace  in  the  world’s 
history,  so  He  has  carried  out  this  gracious  design  in  always  keep¬ 
ing  up  the  bander  that  was  necessary  to  secure  their  continued 
identity,  by  preventing  their  commingling  with  other  nations. 
There  was  that  in  the  very  nature  both  of  their  civil  and  religious 
economy,  that  not  only  constituted  a  broad  distinction  between 
them  and  every  other  people,  but  that  was  eminently  fitted  to  per¬ 
petuate  itself;  to  say  nothing  of  the  fact  that  the  truth  and  the 
power  of  God  were  always  pledged  to  the  accomplishment  of  this 
end.  Accordingly,  we  find  that  through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  their  * 
condition,  and  amidst  all  the  shocks  which,  at  various  periods, 
seemed  to  threaten  their  distinct  existence,  God  graciously  con¬ 
tinued  to  them  the  substance  both  of  their  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
economy,  till  the  fulness  of  time  for  the  introduction  of  a  more 
perfect  dispensation  had  come.  And  even  since  that  period,  they 
still  remain  one  people  ;  they  cling  to  the  usages  of  their  fathers, 
so  far  as  they  can,  with  unyielding  tenacity  ;  and  though  this  may 
justly  be  considered,  in  itself,  not  a  blessing,  but  a  curse,  yet,  when 
viewed  in  connection  with  the  future,  as  preparatory  to  that  glori¬ 
ous  gathering  and  triumph  which  await  them  in  the  ages  to  come, 
we  may  recognize  a  beneficent  agency  in  respect  to  them,  even 
here.  Yes,  God  has  manifested  his  goodness  towards  the  Jews,  in 
preserving  them  as  a  distinct  people  to  this  hour. 

But  we  shall  not  adequately  appreciate  his  beneficent  manifesta¬ 
tions  in  their  preservation,  unless  we  consider  also  the  circum¬ 
stances  in  which  it  has  been  effected  ;  the  gi'acious  interpositions 
and  deliverances  which  it  has  involved.  God  saved  them  fii'om  the 
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wrath  of  the  Egyptian  king.  God  preserved  them  amidst  the 
terrors  of  the  wilderness.  God  gave  them  possession  of  the 
promised  land.  God  protected  them,  age  after  age,  against  the 
power  of  their  enemies.  God  remembered  them  in  the  days  of 
their  exile,  and  in  the  house  of  their  bondage,  and  set  even  the 
heart  of  a  heathen  prince  to  beating  in  kind  emotions  towards 
them,  the  consequence  of  which  -was,  that  they  took  down  their 
harps  from  the  willows,  because  the  period  of  their  captivity  was 
ended.  And  the  day  will  come  when  it  shall  be  said  that  God  has 
finally  brought  the  wanderers  home  ;  that,  under  his  gracious 
guidance,  they  have  gone  up  to  Jerusalem  with  shouts  of  joy  and 
thanksgiving,  to  perform  the  last  office  allotted  to  them  in  the 
reijeneration  of  the  world. 

Let  it  be  considered,  moreover,  that,  while  God  has  preserved 
the  Jews  as  a  distinct  nation,  and  while  their  preservation  has 
involved  a  long  series  of  signal  interpositions  in  their  behalf,  it 
results  from  the  voty  purpose  for  which  they  have  been  preserved, 
that  they  have  enjoyed  the  highest  religious  privileges.  It  was  for 
a  religious  purpose  that  they  were  set  apart ;  and  hence  we  find 
that  all  the  religious  light  in  the  world  shone  immediately  upon 
them  ;  that  all  God’s  communications  were  addressed  directly  to 
them  ;  that  all  the  instituted  means  for  securing  God’s  favour  and 
finally  obtaining  heaven,  were  in  their  possession.  While  the 
surrounding  nations  were  left  to  the  mercy  of  a  dreaming  philoso¬ 
phy,  or  rather  of  the  most  profound  ignorance,  in  respect  to  their 
highest  concerns,  the  Jews  were  not  only  walking  in  the  light 
of  a  written  revelation,  but  they  heard,  or  might  have  heard,  the 
voice  of  the  living  and  true  God,  speaking  to  them  through  the 
whole  structure  of  their  economy.  So  long  as  the  dispensation 
lasted,  they  were  the  sole  possessors  of  the  true  religion  ;  and,  when 
Christianity  came  in  its  place,  her  offers  were  made  first  to  them  ; 
and  they  were  repeated,  and  repeated  after  they  had  been  rejected  ; 
and,  blessed  be  God,  now,  after  the  lapse  )f  centuries,  Christianity  is 
looking  up  these  outcasts,  with  a  view  to  gather  them  into  the  fold  ; 
and  everything  indicates  that  she  will  never  intermit  her  labours  till 
the  work  is  done.  Israel  shall  no  longer  be  forgotten  in  the  great 
effort  to  evangelize  the  world.  The  gospel  is  already,  to  a  great 
extent,  within  their  reach  ;  and,  in  the  future  progress  of  the  mis¬ 
sionary  cause,  it  will  be  brought  in  contact  with  the  eye  and  the 
mind  of  the  nation  at  large. 

Am  I  not  right,  then,  in  saying  that  it  is  pre-eminently  a  benignant 
^  agency,  in  which  God  has  been,  and  is  hereafter  to  be,  passing 
before  the  Jews  1  Whether  we  consider  the  fact  of  their  being 
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preserved  as  a  distinct  people,  or  tlie  wonderful  deliverances  inci¬ 
dent  to  their  preservation,  or  the  peculiar  religious  privileges  con¬ 
ferred  upon  them,  are  we  not  brought  in’esistibly  to  the  conclusion, 
that  God  hath  not  dealt  so  with  anv  other  nation  ] 

But  it  is  not  more  a  benignant,  than  a  corrective  agency.  Indeed, 
the  latter  is  only  a  modification  of  the  former  ;  for  though  correc¬ 
tion  involves  the  idea  of  suffering,  yet  it  is  suffering  designed  to 
accomplish  a  benevolent  purpose.  The  parent  corrects  his  child, 
not  merely  in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  justice,  but  from  the 
promptings  of  parental  love.  Our  heavenly  Father  corrects  his 
erring  children  as  individuals,  in  testimony  of  their  sustaining  to 
Him  the  filial  relation  :  “  AVliom  the  Lord  loveth  He  chasteneth, 
and  scourgeth  every  son  whom  He  receiveth.”  And  in  all  his 
manifold  inflictions  upon  the  Jews  as  a  nation,  how  manifestly  is 
the  merciful  mingled  with  the  retributive  ;  while  the  evils  which 
they  suffer  fall  far  short  of  their  deserts.  They  are  designed  to 
work  reformation,  and  thus  ensure  prosperity.  In  other  words, 
they  bear  the  character  of  merciful  corrections. 

The  conduct  of  the  Jews  throughout  every  period  of  their 
history,  has  been  such  as  eminently  to  require  correction ;  and 
hence  we  find  that  they  have  almost  always  been  under  the  rod. 
They  fell  into  the  most  degrading  idolatry,  while  they  were  yet 
at  the  foot  of  the  bmming  mount ;  and  God  caused  that  the  sword 
should  be  unsheathed,  for  the  destruction  of  three  thousand  of  the 
principal  offenders.  They  became  tired  of  their  daily  food,  which* 
was  miraculously  supplied  to  them  ;  and  though  God  yielded  to 
their  impatience  by  giving  them  flesh,  he  punished  it  by  sending 
also  the  plague.  They  foolishly  credited  the  evil  report  of  the 
spies  concerning  the  promised  land,  thus  virtually  pouring  con¬ 
tempt  upon  the  divine  testimony  ;  and  for  this  God  condemned 
them  to  wander  in  the  wilderness  forty  years,  till  that  whole  gen¬ 
eration,  'vvith  only  two  exceptions,  had  passed  away.  They  resisted 
the  divine  will  in  attempting  prematurely  to  enter  Canaan ;  the 
consequence  of  which  was,  that  they  experienced  a  terrible  dis¬ 
comfiture  at  the  hand  of  the  neighbouring  nations.  They  rebelled, 
in  the  person  of  some  of  their  great  men,  against  the  authority  of 
Moses  and  of  Aaron,  and  the  earth  instantly  cleaved  asunder  to  make 
a  grave  for  the  rebels  ;  and  when  the  multitude  complained  of  this 
as  an  unrighteous  infliction,  the  plague,  another  of  God’s  ministers, 
came,  and  numbered  upwards  of  fourteen  thousand  victims.  They 
became  discouraged  in  their  journey,  and  murmured  against  God 
and  against  Moses,  that  they  had  not  suffered  them  to  remain  in 
Egypt ;  and  for  this  God  commissioned  the  fiery  seiqDcnts  to  do 
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among  them  a  terrible  work  of  death.  After  their  settlement  in 
Canaan,  they  still  manifested  a  perpetual  proneness  to  idolatry; 
and  hence  God  often  suffered  them  to  fall  under  the  power  of  their 
enemies.  At  length,  such  was  the  enormity  of  their  guilt,  that 
they  were  given  up  well  nigh  to  utter  extinction  ;  their  cities  were 
sacked,  their  temple  razed  to  the  ground,  their  whole  country  per¬ 
vaded  by  a  ministration  of  terror  and  death  ;  and  the  small  portion 
that  escaped,  were  carried  off  in  ignoble  captivity  by  a  heathen 
prince.  And  after  their  restoration  to  their  own  country,  though 
they  seem  to  have  been  cured  in  a  great  measure  of  their  idolatrous 
propensities,  yet  were  they  as  much  in  league  as  ever  with  various 
other  forms  of  evil;  and  during  the  ages  that  intervened  between  that 
period  and  the  period  of  their  final  dispersion,  they  were  guilty  of 
a  succession  of  crimes  which  make  the  heart  sick,  the  last  and  most 
terrible  of  which  was  the  murder  of  their  Messiah.  But  conse¬ 
quent  upon  this  were  the  scenes  of  their  ruin  ;  scenes  of  horror, 
that  stand  out  with  an  affecting  prominence  upon  the  world’s 
history ;  the  result  of  which  is,  that  this  singular  people  have,  to 
this  day,  no  home  upon  the  earth,  but  are  scattered  everywhere 
among  the  nations. 

But  you  will  inquire,  especially  in  respect  to  the  later  calamities 
of  the  Jews,  whether  they  were  not  so  entirely  retributive  in  their 
character  as  to  preclude  the  idea  of  merciful  correction.  I  answer, 
it  is  not  with  nations  as  with  individuals  ;  and  it  is  not  with  the 
Jews  as  with  any  other  nation.  When  God  cuts  off  an  individual 
sinner,  or  any  number  of  sinners,  in  a  career  of  transgression,  it 
must  be  said  that  mercy  has  had  its  day  in  respect  to  them,  and 
that  justice  has  begun  its  work,  inasmuch  as  death  terminates  the 
period  of  trial.  But  the  pestilence,  or  the  sword,  or  any  other  of 
God’s  terrible  agents,  may  light  upon  a  nation,  and  may  perform  a 
work  that  shall  seem  to  change  the  world  itself  into  a  charnel-house, 
and  yet  the  nation,  as  such,  may  still  continue ;  and  this  work  of 
death  may  actually  stand  related  to  it  as  a  ministration  of  mercy ;  be¬ 
cause  it  may  be  a  channel  through  which  God  calls  to  repentance 
and  reformation.  But  then  how  many  nations  have  existed,  which 
have  since  been  blotted  out,  and  their  very  memorial  has  perished. 
So  long  as  they  had  a  being,  they  had  national  responsibilities  ; 
they  were  subject  to  a  national  discipline  ;  and  that  discipline, 
however  severe,  was  designed  to  bring  them  to  national  virtue,  and 
secure  to  them  national  happiness.  But  when  they  lost  their  dis¬ 
tinct  existence,  and  became  merged  with  other  nations,  God’s  dis¬ 
cipline  towards  them  in  their  collective  capacity  ceased,  though  as 
individuals  they  still  continued  to  be  the  subjects  of  it.  Not  so, 
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however,  with  the  Jews.  Though  they  are  scattered,  it  is  with 
reference  to  their  being  re-collected.  Though  their  national  policy 
has  ceased,  yet  their  national  character  remains  ;  and  it  is  as  cer¬ 
tain  as  the  word  of  the  Lord  can  make  it,  that  they  are  yet  to 
accomplish  a  most  glorious  destiny,  not  only  for  themselves,  but  for 
the  world.  It  is  reasonable  then  to  regard,  not  only  their  present 
dispersion  and  degradation,  but  the  appalling  calamities  that  imme¬ 
diately  preceded,  as  belonging  to  a  corrective  agency ;  and  no 
doubt  the  generation  that  shall  return  to  Zion  with  songs  and  ever¬ 
lasting  joy  upon  their  heads,  will  feel  that  it  is  because  they  have 
been  chastened,  not  only  in  their  own  person  but  in  the  person  of 
their  ancestors,  that  they  are  permitted,  at  last,  to  witness  the  day  of 
redemption. 

It  is  also  a  miraculous  agency.  It  is  wonderful  to  observe  how 
different  in  this  respect  has  been  God’s  treatment  of  the  Jews  from 
his  treatment  of  any  other  nation.  He  has  not  indeed  been  indif¬ 
ferent  to  the  character  or  the  destiny  of  other  nations.  He  has 
passed  before  them  both  in  mercy  and  in  judgment ;  and  in  due 
time  He  hath  written  conceraing  them,  that  their  days  are  num¬ 
bered  and  finished  ;  but  then  this  is  always  brought  about  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  providence  ;  always,  I  mean,  except^ where  they 
have  been  in  some  way  connected  with  the  Jews,  and  have  thus 
indirectly  felt  the  influence  of  a  miraculous  agency.  But  the 
history  of  his  dealings  towards  Israel  is  the  history  of  an  unbroken 
series  of  miracles.  In  instances  scarcely  to  be  numbered.  He  hath 
moved  in  an  unaccustomed  way  ;  has  suspended  the  operation  of 
his  own  laws  ;  now  acting  directly  upon  the  elements,  and  now 
making  an  insect’s  weak:i2is  the  channel  of  almighty  power. 

Open  to  whatever  part  of  the  inspired  record  you  will,  whether 
it  be  history  or  prophecy,  and  you  will  find  this  statement  amply 
illustrated  and  confirmed.  It  was  in  a  miraculous  interview  with 
Abraham,  that  God  first  intimated  to  him  what  He  would  have  him 
to  do,  and  wLat  He  designed  that  he  should  be  ;  and  it  was  by  a 
succession  of  miraculous  communications  that  Abraham,  and  the 
patriarchs  who  succeeded  him,  became  more  fully  acquainted  with 
the  divine  will  and  the  divine  purposes,  and  were  enabled  to  com¬ 
prehend,  in  no  inconsiderable  degi’ee,  the  glory  of  the  mediatorial 
dispensation.  It  was  by  a  series  of  miracles  of  the  most  appalling 
kind,  that  the  Israelites  were  rescued  from  the  tyranny  of  the 
Egyptian  king,  and  were  conducted  through  the  wilderness  to  the 
land  of  Canaan.  It  was  by  miracle  that  the  waters  of  the  Red  Sea 
parted  to  save  the  Israelites,  and  rolled  back  to  destroy  the 
Egyptians.  In  the  scenes  that  occurred  at  Mount  Sinai,  there  was 
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a  wonderful  display  of  miraculous  power.  The  manna  from  the 
clouds  was  miraculous.  The  pillar  of  cloud  and  of  fire  was 
miraculous.  The  water  gushing  forth  from  the  smitten  rock  was 
miraculous ;  and  so  was  the  opening  of  the  earth  in  judgment  upon 
the  guilty  ;  and  so  were  the  fi  3ry  serpents  sent  forth  to  kill,  and 
the  brazen  serpent  set  up  to  cure ;  and  so  was  the  passage  over 
.Jordan,  and  the  fall  of  the  walls  of  Jericho,  and  the  manner  of 
recovery  from  the  Babylonish  captivity,  and  indeed  almost  every 
great  event  by  which  their  history  is  marked,  until  the  catastrophe 
which  destroyed  their  national  polity,  and  occasioned  their  final 
dispersion. 

Nor  may  we  forget  that  the  miracles  of  Christianity  belong,  in  an 
important  sense,  to  the  Jewish  nation.  For  Jesus  himself,  the 
great  worker  of  miracles,  the  very  source  of  miraculous  power, 
was  a  Jew;  and  his  apostles,  to  whom  the  same  power  was  com¬ 
mitted,  were  also  Jews ;  and  so  were  the  seventy,  to  whom  He 
gave  a  special  commission  ;  and  so  indeed  were  all  the  early  Chris¬ 
tians,  so  far  as  we  know,  who  were  privileged  to  share  in  these 
supernatural  endowments.  The  gift  of  inspiration  in  the  Christian 
Church  has  been  confined  to  the  descendants  of  Abraham;  and 
with  the  single  exception  of  the  Book  of  Job,  the  origin  of  which 
is  involved  in  much  obscurity,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  whole 
Bible  is  the  production  of  Jewish  writers. 

Notwithstanding  the  Jews  are  now  no  longer  the  depositories 
of  a  miraculous  energy,  they  are,  nevertheless,  by  their  preserva¬ 
tion  as  a  distinct  people,  a  standing  miracle  before  the  world ; 
and  hereafter,  when  they  shall  go  back  in  joy  and  triumph,  to 
their  own  land,  and  shall,  as  a  nation,  embrace  that  Messiah 
whom  their  fathers  crucified,  and  finally  shall  stand  forth  in  their 
collective  capacity,  earnest,  mighty  in  accomplishing  the  great 
purposes  of  the  mediatorial  reign, — then  both  heaven  and  earth 
will  take  knowledge  of  them  that,  from  first  to  last,  a  miraculous 
agency  has  marked  out  their  path,  and  directed  their  destiny. 

I  only  add  that  this  is  an  uninterrupted  agency.  It  is  true, 
indeed,  that  God  acts  by  an  unceasing  influence  in  respect  to 
every  nation  and  every  individual ;  but  it  is  true,  also,  that  there  is 
a  speciality  in  his  treatment  of  the  Jews,  which  has  never  discov¬ 
ered  itself  towards  any  other  people.  He  has  always  kept  them 
peculiarly  in  his  eye, — has  borne  them  peculiarly  upon  his  heart. 
He  has  rendered  other  nations  tributary  to  their  authority,  and 
subservient  to  their  interests.  It  has  seemed  as  if  the  mighty 
movements  of  his  providence,  through  a  long  course  of  ages,  were 
specially  with  reference  to  them ;  while  the  rest  of  the  world 
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was  considered  important,  chiefly  from  the  relation  which  it  bore 
to  this  wonderful  people.  Even  now,  while  they  are  in  the 
depths  of  their  humiliation,  despised  and  trodden  under  foot  by 
the  nations  among  whom  they  are  scattered, — even  now,  God  has 
not  ceased  to  care  for  this  outcast  race,  but  is  working  in  a  thou¬ 
sand  ways,  some  of  which  we  can,  and  some  of  which  we  cannot, 
understand,  to  bring-  about  their  ultimate  restoration.  And  his 
agency  will,  no  doubt,  be  more  and  more  strongly  marked,  till 
this  great  event  shall  actually  become  matter  of  .history.  Israel 
shall  ere  long  know  that  they  are  the  beloved  of  the  Lord  for  the 
fathers’  sake ;  and  that  the  Messiah  whom  they  rejected  has  not 
forgotten  them,  even  in  their  greatest  extremity. 

Such  are  the  leading  characteristics  of  God’s  dealings  towards 
the  Jews.  Let  us  now, 

II.  In  the  second  place,  contemplate  the  purposes  which  He 
accomplishes  through  their  instrumentality.  “  What  hath  God 
wrought”  hy  them  !  We  shall,  of  course,  still  keep  in  view  the 
future  as  well  as  the  past. 

I  say,  then,  God  employs  the  Jews  to  illustrate  the  various  features 
of  his  moral  government ;  particularly  its  wisdom,  its  righteousness, 
its  stability. 

Is  there  anything  more  important  to  man,  than  to  understand 
his  own  character  and  the  character  of  God  %  Could  infinite 
benevolence  devise  an  end  more  worthy  of  itself  than  this  %  Look 
then  at  the  history  of  the  Jews,  and  see  whether  this  end  has  not 
been  most  signally  accomplished. 

If  we  would  know  what  there  is  in  the  heart  of  man,  we  must 
see  what  comes  out  in  the  life.  Nor  is  it  safe  to  form  our  opinion 
from  superficial  or  partial  views;  from  having  noticed  the  develop¬ 
ments  consequent  upon  merely  one  set  of  circumstances;  for  while 
circumstances,  under  the  ordering  of  Providence,  constitute  our  trial, 
they  are  so  diversified  as  to  appeal  to  all, the  various  principles  of 
human  action  ;  and  hence  we  must  see  man  in  various  conditions, 
and  with  a  great  variety  of  influences  operating  upon  him,  before 
we  can  be  prepared  to  form  an  intelligent  estimate  of  his  character. 
But  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  of  a  condition  by  which  the  heart  of 
man  could  be  tried  and  proved,  in  which  the  Jews  were  not  actually 
placed;  and  hence  the  conduct  which  they  exhibited,  may  be  re¬ 
garded  as  an  unexceptionable  testimony  in  respect  to  the  moral 
state  of  human  nature.  Their  course  was  an  alternate  scene  of  pros¬ 
perity  and  triumph,  of  depression  and  defeat,  so  that  the  good¬ 
ness  and  severity  of  God,  in  regard  even  to  their  temporal  condi¬ 
tion,  were  both  tried  upon  them.  And  then  they  were,  brought 
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continually  in  contact  with  Deity,  not  merely  through  those  mirac¬ 
ulous  interpositions  and  judgments,  which  constitute  so  large  a 
part  of  their  history,  but  by  means  of  their  whole  religious 
economy;  so  that  they  were  incomparably  the  most  privileged 
people  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  What  then  is  the  judgment  which 
their  history  renders  in  respect  to  human  nature  1  Is  it  not  that  the 
heart  of  the  sons  of  men  is  fully  set  in  them  to  do  evil  ]  Not¬ 
withstanding  all  that  God  did  for  them  by  his  providence  and  his 
grace,  they  departed  from  him  by  a  perpetual  backsliding.  They 
have  been  from  the  beginning  stiff-necked  and  uncircumcised  in 
heart,  and  have  always  resisted  the  Holy  Ghost.  Do  they  not 
then,  in  the  general  course  of  their  conduct  as  a  nation,  constitute 
a  moral  mirror,  from  which  is  reflected  an  exact  image  of  the 
human  heart  1  Such  an  exhibition  of  the  depravity  of  man  was  a 
most  fitting  preparation  for  the  advent  of  the  Messiah  ;  for  it  was 
a  demonstration  that,  without  some  special  divine  interposition,  the 
world  must  perish  under  the  weight  of  its  own  wickedness.  And 
it  is  of  most  important  use  in  every  age,  as  a  means  of  convincing 
the  world  of  sin,  in  order  to  an  acceptance  of  the  proffered  salva¬ 
tion  ; — for  they  that  are  whole  need  not  a  physician,  but  they  that 
are  sick.  I  say,  then,  it  is  a  striking  illustration  of  the  wisdom  of 
God’s  government,  that  he  should  have  suffered  the  Jews  to  become 
the  involuntary  exponents  of  the  human  heart,  for  the  benefit  of  all 
coming  generations. 

Here  also  there  is  a  corresponding  development  of  the  divine 
character.  Anything  like  an  adequate  illustration  of  this  point 
would  lead  me  into  a  wider  range  than  the  time  allotted  to  this 
exercise  would  justify  :  suffice  it  to  say  that  every  divine  attribute 
here  shines  forth  in  the  splendour  of  the  sun.  Infinite  power, 
justice,  holiness,  faithfulness,  goodness,  mercy,  you  can  trace  in 
glowing  characters,  on  every  j)age  of  this  wonderful  history.  It  is 
not  merely  the  fact  that  God  claims  to  Himself  these  attributes 
that  demands  our  consideration,  but  the  fact  that  He  constantly 
exhibits  Himself  as  in  possession  of  them  ;  that  He  demonstrates 
their  reality  by  bringing  them  constantly  into  exercise.  Some  of 
them  might,  indeed,  have  been  learned  from  the  silent  teachings 
of  nature  and  providence  ;  but  it  is  only  through  the  Jewish 
nation  that  He  has  revealed  to  the  world  his  whole  character; — I 
mean,  so  far  as  it  has  been  revealed  at  all.  And  yet  without  such 
a  revelation,  what  would  have  been  man’s  condition  %  The  world 
itself,  with  all  its  magnificent  garniture, — what  better  would  it  have 
been  than  a  place  of  dreary  sojourn,  where  agonizing  uncertainty, 
not  to  say  black  despair,  would  have  cast  its  shadows  upon  every 
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prospect]  God’s  revelation  to  the  Jews  is  the  medium,  through 
which  chiefly  He  has  manifested  his  glory  to  the  world ;  and  as  his 
glory  is  the  worthiest  object  which  can  occupy  even  his  own  regards, 
it  surely  evinced  the  wisdom  of  his  government  that  He  should  have 
made  such  a  manifestation. 

There  is  also  evidence  the  most  ample,  from  the  conduct  of  God 
towards  the  Jews,  that  He  reigns  in  righteousness.  I  have  spoken 
of  the  calamities  with  which  they  were  so  continually  visited,  as 
constituting  part  of  a  merciful  discipline  towards  them,  designed  to 
secure  their  reformation  and  ultimately  their  prosperity  ;  but  they 
are  to  be  viewed  also  as  having  a  retributive  aspect ;  as  being  the 
merited  inflictions  of  the  righteous  Governor  of  the  world,  and  as 
shadowing  forth  yet  more  terrible  inflictions  upon  the  ungodly,  in 
that  coming  world  where  retribution  shall  be  complete.  If  you 
read  the  history  particularly,  you  will  see  how,  in  all  ordinary 
cases,  the  punishment  connects  itself  with  the  crime  ;  and  not 
unfrequently  the  crime  has  within  itself  the  elements  of  its  own 
punishment.  God  selects  the  very  instruments  of  sin  to  act  as  a 
scourge,  thus  causing  them  literally  to  eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  own 
doings,  and  to  be  filled  with  their  own  devices. 

But  while  the  history  of  the  Jews  most  fully  vindicates  the 
righteousness  of  God  in  the  matter  of  retribution,  it  teaches  us  also 
that  retribution  is  not  the  less  certain,  because  it  may  be  indefinitely 
delayed.  The  whole  course  of  his  dealings  towards  them  illus¬ 
trates  his  forbearance  and  long-suflering  ;  it  goes  to  prove  what  he 
directly  declares, — that  He  delights  in  mercy,  and  that  punishment 
is  his  strange  work  ;  but  after  all,  if  there  be  no  repentance,  punish¬ 
ment  always  comes  at  last.  Man  sometimes  forgets  the  injuries 
which  he  has  received,  but  God  forgets  nothing.  Man,  if  he 
remembers  injuries,  may  be  prevented  from  vindicating  himself 
against  the  offender  by  want  of  power,  or  by  considerations  of  self- 
interest  ;  but  God’s  arm  is  always  nerved  with  omnipotence,  and 
his  independence  of  his  creatures  places  Him  infinitely  above  all 
temptation  to  compromit  the  honours  of  his  throne.  Heaven  and 
earth  may  pass  away,  but  his  word  never  fails.  He  waited  long  to 
be  gracious,  before  the  final  destruction  of  the  Jewish  state.  He  com¬ 
missioned  his  prophets  to  speak  words  of  mercy,  but  they  were  not 
heeded.  He  unsheathed  his  glittering  sword,  and  warned  them  that 
it  would  pierce  their  very  vitals,  unless  they  should  repent,  but  they 
did  not  even  falter  in  their  rebellion.  And  they  practically  yielded 
to  the  delusion  that  he  was  such  an  one  as  themselves,  until  his 
hand  took  hold  on  judgment,  and  swept  them  away  with  the  besom 
of  destruction.  Thereby  has  He  proclaimed  to  the  world,  in  Ian- 
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guage  not  to  be  mistaken,  that  He  is  not  straitened  in  respect  to  the 
time  of  punishing  his  enemies  ;  that  notwithstanding  He  is  merci¬ 
ful  to  endure,  He  is  also  righteous  to  avenge. 

Is  not  the  stability  of  his  government  also  here  most  strikingly 
set  forth  %  We  know  nothing  of  God’s  purposes  in  respect  to  the 
future,  except  as  He  is  pleased  to  reveal  them ;  but  this  He  has 
actually  done,  in  respect  to  all  the  greater  issues  of  his  providence. 
He  has  assured  us  that  Messiah  is  to  reign  over  the  whole  earth, 
and  that  with  that  reign  is  to  be  identified  the  universal  triumph  of 
holiness  and  peace.  Now,  if  we  look  back  through  all  the  pre¬ 
ceding  ages  of  Jewish  history,  what  countless  influences  do  we  find 
hav^e  been  at  work,  apparently  adverse  to  that  glorious  consumma¬ 
tion  that  prophecy  reveals  to  us.  It  has  seemed  sometimes  for 
ages  as  if  the  adversary  had  almost  the  whole  world  entirely  under 
his  dominion;  and  even  within  the  bosom  of  the  Church,  there 
have  been  such  disastrous  and  conflicting  agencies,  that  human 
sagacity  would  have  been  as  likely  to  prophecy  of  her  death  as  of 
her  life.  But  behold,  now,  how  the  light  shines  out  of  this  dark¬ 
ness  !  Behold  how  one  divine  dispensation  towards  the  Jews  fur¬ 
nishes  the  explanation  of  another,  until  the  whole  brightens  into  a 
manife^st  chain  of  causes  and  effects,  which  we  can  already  see 
must  have  its  termination  in  the  predicted  glorious  result.  How¬ 
ever  improbable  such  an  event  may  have  seemed  in  former  ages, 
especially  in  the  more  gloomy  periods  of  Jewish  history,  the  Mes¬ 
siah  has  actually  long  since  come,  and  He  is  already  travelling 
rapidly  in  the  greatness  of  his  strength  towards  a  universal  tri¬ 
umph.  What  higher  evidence  could  be  given  to  the  world  that 
God’s  government  is  sure  in  all  its  results;  that  whatever  obstacles 
may  oppose,  will  certainly  be  overcome,  and  the  counsels  of  infi¬ 
nite  wisdom  will  infallibly  prevail  % 

But  if  God  employs  the  Jews  to  illustrate  the  great  principles 
of  his  moral  government,  so  also  He  employs  them  to  sustain  the 
mighty  interests  of  the  mediatorial  economy. 

This  economy  is  in  itself  strictly  and  essentially  supernatural.  The 
law  under  which  man  was  originally  placed,  regarded  him  as  an 
innocent  being,  and  required  that  he  should  continue  so;  and  that  may 
properly  be  called  the  law  of  his  nature.  But  the  change  in  man’s 
character,  and  the  consequent  change  in  his  condition,  produced  by 
sin,  created  the  occasion  for  a  new  economy, — the  economy  of 
grace  ;  and  as  this  had  its  foundation  in  the  divine  sovereignty,  and 
brought  into  exercise  the  attribute  of  mercy,  the  existence  of  which 
had  not  before  been  known,  it  is  manifest  that  this  dispensation 
must  have  been  directly  revealed ;  for  though  the  light  of  nature 
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was  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed,  yet  it 
was  not  sufficient  for  the  discovery  of  the  secrets  of  the  di^une  will. 
Hence  we  find  that,  immediately  after  the  fatal  lapse,  the  merciful 
desisfn  of  God  towards  man  was  faintly  shadowed  forth  in  connec- 

O  V 

tion  with  the  sentence  pronounced  upon  the  instrument  of  trans¬ 
gression  ;  and  it  became  more  and  more  apparent  from  a  succession 
of  divine  communications  made  to  the  early  patriarchs :  but  the 
call  of  Abraham  marked  a  distinct  epoch  in  the  unfolding  of  the 
scheme  of  mercy  ;  and  from  that  time  till  after  the  actual  advent  of 
the  Messiah,  I  may  say  till  after  the  canon  of  scripture  was  closed, 
the  descendants  of  Abraham  were  put  in  keeping  with  all  the 
divine  communications  that  were  made  to  the  world.  As  God 
designed  by  means  of  them  to  prevent  the  extinction  of  pure  reli¬ 
gion  from  the  earth,  He  manifested  himself  to  them  in  various 
ways  in  his  own  proper  character  and  entrusted  to  them  that  whole 
apparatus  of  means  and  influences,  by  which  he  designed  to  open 
the  way  for  a  more  perfect  dispensation.  In  all  this  they  were 
indeed  an  eminently  favoured  people  ;  but  we  are  to  bear  in  mind, 
that  the  pui'pose  of  God  in  thus  distinguishing  them  was  not 
merely  their  own  elevation  and  profit,  but  the  ultimate  regenera¬ 
tion  of  the  world,  the  complete  establishment  of  his  mediatorial 
reign.  He  made  the  Jewish  Church  the  depositary  of  his  religion, 
that  through  her  ministrations,  both  voluntary  and  involuntary,  she 
might  hasten  the  triumph  of  Him  whose  right  it  is  to  reign  over 
the  nations. 

When  the  fulness  of  time  had  come,  that  is,  the  time  to  which  all 
the  prophecies  pointed,  the  time  wffiich  had  been  designated  by  the 
movements  of  God’s  providence,  the  time  for  which  the  saints  had 
waited  in  long  and  longing  expectation,  God  sent  for  his  Son ;  and 
lo,  he  appeared  in  the  person  of  a  Jew.  This  fact  had  been  ascer¬ 
tained  to  the  believing  Jews  by  a  line  of  predictions  reaching  back 
through  many  successive  ages.  In  the  very  communication  which 
God  made  to  Abraham,  when  he  called  him  to  be  the  father  of  a 
distinct  people,  especially  in  the  declaration  that  in  him  all  the  fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  earth  should  be  blessed,  the  Jewish  origin  of  the  Mes¬ 
siah  was  distinctly  marked ;  and  the  predictions  of  patriarcllfe  and 
prophets,  in  succeeding  ages,  designated  the  line  of  his  descent 
with  greater  and  still  greater  particularity,  till  they  had  well  nigh 
supplied  the  materials  for  his  full  genealogy.  To  the  Jewish  na¬ 
tion,  then,  belongs  the  honour,  little  as  they  themselves  have  appre¬ 
ciated  it,  of  having  given  to  the  world  its  Redeemer.  He  who  was 
“the  brightness  of  the  Father’s  glory  and  the  express  image  of  his 
person,”  became,  according  to  the  flesh,  a  Jew.  It  was  a  Jew  who 
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went  about  doinggood  among  those  wbo  unscrupulously  branded  him 
as  a  vile  deceiver.  It  was  a  Jew  who  gave  lessons  of  morality  that 
cast  into  the  shade  the  purest  teachings  of  earthly  wisdom,  and  even 
eclipsed  whatever  had  before  proceeded  from  inspiration  itself.  It 
was  a  Jew  who  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions  and  bruised 
for  our  iniquities;  who  slept  three  days  in  the  tomb  of  Joseph, 
and  then  came  forth  in  triumph;  and  who  hath  now  gone  up  to 
heaven,  to  prosecute  in  person  the  great  ends  of  his  mediation. 
And  it  is  not  irreverent  to  say,  in  respect  to  Christ’s  glorified  human¬ 
ity,  that  it  is  a  Jew  who  will  hereafter  occupy  the  judgment-seat, 
and  decide  the  everlasting  destinies  of  men.  Oh,  when  I  remem¬ 
ber  that  my  reigning  Saviour  is  a  descendant  of  Abraham,  I  cannot 
but  venerate  the  nation  to  which  he  belonged,  even  though  I  can¬ 
not  forget  that  that  nation  is  responsible  for  the  shedding  of  his 
blood ! 

Jesus  introduced,  not  a  new  religion,  but  a  new  dispensation;  and 
though  immediately  after  his  death  it  seemed  as  if  his  cause  had 
perished  too,  and  there  was  nobody  who  had  the  courage  to  stand 
up  in  defence  of  its  claims,  yet  it  still  had  an  existence  :  it  lived  in 
the  tender  recollections,  the  warm  and  grateful  regards,  of  a  few 
friends  who  lingered  desparingly  around  his  tomb  ;  and  those  friends 
were  his  brethren  according  to  the  flesh  ;  so  that,  in  that  darkest 
hour,  the  interests  of  his  cause  were  actually  in'the  keeping  of  Jew¬ 
ish  hearts.  And  even  after  his  resurrection,  the  Jews  were,  for  a 
considerable  time,  the  sole  guardians  and  promoters  of  Christian- 
ity. 

The  rejection  and  crucifixion  of  the  Messiah  by  the  nation  at  large 
indicated  but  too  clearly  that  there  was  little  to  be  hoped  in  regard  to 
the  immediate  success  of  the  gospel  among  them.  Nevertheless  the 
apostles,  all  of  whom  were  Jews,  scrupulously  obeyed  their  Saviour’s 
last  command,  to  preach  the  gospel  to  all  nations,  beginning  at  Jeru¬ 
salem.  And  though  the  whole  world  seemed  arrayed  against  them, 
some  of  their  earliest  labours  were  identified  with  the  most  signal  tri¬ 
umphs  of  divine  grace  which  the  world  has  ever  seen.  And  thus, 
for  years,  the  Church,  under  the  ministrations  of  Jewish  Christians, 
grew  and  multiplied. 

But  as  God  designed  that  the  gospel  should  be  carried  to  other 
nations,  in  due  time  He  made  effectual,  but  most  terrible,  prepar- 
ration  for  this,  in  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  end  tie  consequent 
dispersion  of  those  who  escaped  with  their  lives.  Many  of  these 
had  already  been  converted  to  the  Christian  faith ;  and  wherever 
they  went  they  would,  of  course,  carry  their  religion  along  with 
them ;  and  by  awakening  curiosity  and  interest  in  the  minds  of 
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those  with  whom  they  mingled,  they  would  naturally  prepare  the 
way  for  the  more  direct  eftbrts  of  the  preachers  of  the  gospel  who 
should  come  after  them.  Besides,  if  nothing  had  occurred  to  force 
the  apostles  and  primitive  Christians  from  their  native  country,  not 
improbably  their  attachment  to  it  might  have  prevented  them  from 
extending  their  sphere  of  labour  so  much  as  the  necessities  of  the 
case  required.  But  in  consequence  of  their  persecution  by  the 
Jews,  and  dispersion  by  the  Romans,  they  went  abroad,  in  the  spirit 
of  the  Master’s  injunction,  to  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature. 
Thus  not  only  the  friends,  but  the  enemies  of  the  Messiah  rendered 
good  service  to  his  cause.  His  friends,  by  direct  and  vigorous 
efforts  for  its  promotion  ;  his  enemies,  by  unwittingly  becoming  the 
occasion  of  opening  a  passage  for  the  gospel  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth. 

From  that  time  to  the  present,  the  Jews  have  always  maintained 
the  most  active  hostility  towards  the  Redeemer  and  his  cause  ;  and 
yet,  as  God  pressed  into  the  service  of  Christianity  the  evil  deeds  of 
their  fathers,  so  he  does  not  fail  to  turn  to  good  account  their  oppo¬ 
sition,  as  involving  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy,  and  the  consequent 
authentication  of  the  Christian  record.  Behold  this  singular  peo¬ 
ple,  living  everywhere,  and  yet  having  no  home  ;  maintaining  a 
complete  identity  amidst  the  most  various  circumstances  ;  reviling 
Jesus  of  Nazareth  as  an  impostor,  and,  alas,  despised  and  perse¬ 
cuted  by  many  of  his  professed  disciples ; — mark  the  peculiar  fea¬ 
tures  both  of  their  character  and  their  condition,  and  then  say 
whether,  if  all  other  miracles  have  ceased,  there  be  not  one  mira¬ 
cle  yet  remaining,  that  ought  to  put  an  end  to  the  cavils  of  the 
skeptic  and  the  jeers  of  the  profane.  Be  it  so,  that  the  Jews 
are  no  longer  in  trust  with  the  true  religion,  yet  they  are  the  invol¬ 
untary  witnesses  for  it ; — even  during  this  dark  season  of  their 
unbelief  and  exile,  they  are  accomplishing  a  work,  throuo-h  which, 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  the  Saviour  sees  of  the  travail  of  his 
soul. 

But  any  view  of  the  importance  of  the  Jews  in  the  mediatorial 
economy  would  be  inadequate,  that  should  not  include  the  influence 
which  they  are  to  exert  hereafter.  There  is  every thfng  in  prophecy, 
everything  in  providence,  to  warrant  the  conclusion,  that  a  brighter 
day  will  ere  long  open  upon  them  ;  and,  as  I  verily  believe,  that 
they  will  return  to  take  possession  of  the  land  of  their  fathers. 
And  though  their  national  rejection  has  done  much  for  the  conver¬ 
sion  of  the  Gentiles,  their  national  recovery  will  do  more.  Be  it  so, 
that  they  shall  go  back  in  the  character  of  Jews,  and  shall  set  up 
Jewish  institutions  and  practise  Jewish  rites  ;  yet  this  shall  be  only 
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for  a  brief  period.  God  “  will  pour  upon”  them  the  spirit  of 
grace  and  of  supplications,  and  they  shall  look  upon  Him  “  whom 
they  have  pierced  the  Messiah,  whom  their  fathers  crucified,  and 
whom  they  have  crucified  afresh  ;  “  and  they  shall  mourn  for  him 
as  one  mourneth  for  his  only  son.”  This  mourninof,  begrinnino-  with 
the  more  prominent  characters,  will  spread  through  all  the  families 
of  the  house  of  Israel ;  other  nations,  for  a  season,  will  array  them- 
seves  in  hostility  against  them  ;  but  God  will  work  mighty  deliver¬ 
ances  in  behalf  of  his  people,  and  will  punish  the  nations  that 
come  forth  to  afflict  them.  And  then,  those  very  nations  that 
remain  shall  have  such  signal  demonstration  of  God’s  favour 
towards  Israel,  that  they  shall  eagerly  embrace  their  new  religion, 
and  “  shall  come  to  seek  the  Lord  in  Jerusalem,  and  to  pray  before 
the  Lord.” 

Is  there  a  more  magnificent  spectacle  which  the  imagination  can 
overtake,  than  recovered  and  converted  Israel  finally  bending  before 
the  cross,  and  doing  her  last  work  to  crown  the  Mediator’s  tri¬ 
umph  ?  I  see  the  nations,  among  whom  her  people  had  been  scat¬ 
tered,  looking  at  her  with  amazement,  as  a  monument  of  the  truth 
and  the  power  of  God.  I  see  her  missionaries,  already  schooled 
by  their  dispersion  in  the  various  languages  of  the  earth,  going 
forth  with  martyr-like  zeal  to  proclaim  the  unsearchable  riches  of 
Christ.  I  listen  to  their  teachings,  and  behold  there  is  a  fervour, 
an  energy  breathing  through  them,  that  seems  to  say  that  they  have 
to  make  up  for  the  unbelief  of  many  generations.  I  behold  them 
gaining  the  ear  of  thousands  to  whom  the  Gentile  missionary  had 
spoken  in  vain  ;  and  these  thousands  quickly  become  fellow-helpers 
with  them  in  the  renovation  of  myriads  more  ;  and  thus  the  work 
goes  on  till  there  is  a  jubilee  proclaimed  in  the  earth,  because  all 
the  nations  are  in  voluntary  subjection  to  Messiah’s  reign.  Oh,  ye 
were  outcasts  once  ;  ye  were  a  company  of  rebels,  disbanded 
indeed,  but  still  fighting  under  the  banner  of  the  prince  of  dark¬ 
ness  ;  but  now  ye  occupy  the  high  places  of  Zion,  and  look  exult- 
ingly  over  a  world  which  hails  you  as  its  best  benefactors. 

Is  anything  more  needed  to  illustrate  the  paramount  importance 
of  the  Jewish  nation  '?  Whose  estimate  is  so  much  to  be  depended 
upon  as  that  of  the  omniscient  God  'I  Arid  what  testimony  is  so 
impressive,  so  satisfactory,  as  that  which  is  rendered  by  a  long 
course  of  decided  action  1  But,  in  the  progress  of  this  discourse, 
we  have  seen  what  God  hath  wrought  Jvr  the  Jews,  and  what 
He  hath  wrought  Z>y  them.  His  agency  in  respect  to  them  has 
been  benignant,  corrective,  miraculous,  uninterrupted.  And  He 
has  employed  them  as  the  instruments  of  illustrating,  in  an  emi- 
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nent  degree,  the  character  of  his  moral  government ;  of  sustain¬ 
ing,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  great  interests  of  the  mediatorial 
economy.  I  ask  again,  if  the  practical  decision  of  infinite  wisdom 
IS  to  he  received  as  authoritative,  must  we  not  regrard  the  Jews  as 
incomparably  the  most  important  nation  that  ever  has  dwelt,  that 
ever  will  dwell,  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  ] 

And  now,  if  you  acknowledge  that  my  position  is  fairly  estab¬ 
lished,  I  would  fain  hope  that  you  will  be  ready  to  recognize  it  as 
the  legitimate  basis  of  an  appeal  to  your  sympathy  and  charity  in 
behalf  of  this  wonderful  people.  Who  are  you, — who  am  I, — that 
we  should  think  to  set  aside  the  testimony  of  God  1  If  God  has 
regarded  them  of  so  much  importance,  that  He  has  even  miracu¬ 
lously  wielded  the  elements  in  their  behalf;  that  He  has  permitted 
them  to  walk  for  ag^es  almost  in  the  verv  lig^ht  of  his  throne  ;  that 
He  has  honoured  them  \\dth  a  special  instrumentality  in  the  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  his  noblest  ends, — what  other  argument  can  we  need,  to 
induce  our  earnest  cooperation  with  Him  in  his  revealed  purposes 
of  mercy  towards  them '?  If  we  have  forgotten  and  neglected 
them  hitherto,  shall  not  the  care  which  God  hath  exercised  towards 
them,  the  objects  which  He  hath  accomplished  by  them,  the  promises 
which  He  hath  made  concerning  them,  rebuke  our  criminal  sloth, 
and  lead  us  to  say  of  down-trodden  Israel,  in  the  spirit  of  fervent 
charity,  “  If  I  do  not  remember  thee  henceforth,  let  my  tongue 
cleave  to  the  roof  of  mv  mouth.”  • 

But  I  think  I  hear  an  objector’s  voice.  I  hear  it  breathed  forth 
from  some  cold  heart,  that  this  effort  to  convert  the  Jews  is  pre¬ 
mature  ;  that  the  time  fixed  in  the  divine  counsels  for  this  event 
has  not  yet  come  ;  and  that,  when  that  period  actually  does  arrive, 
God  himself  will  see  to  it  that  his  own  purposes  are  accomplished. 
But  who  has  told  you  that  the  time  to  do  good  to  Israel  has  not  yet 
come  1  Surely  God  has  not  told  you  this,  either  by  his  word  or  by 
his  providence  ;  for  even  though  it  were  admitted,  that  the  Bible 
has  fixed  the  date  of  their  general  restoration  to  a  somewhat  later 
period  than  this  ;  and  though  it  be  admitted,  further,  that  the  great 
body  of  the  nation  are  to  be  converted  subsequently  to  their  return 
to  their  own  country;  still,  where  hath  God  told  us  that  there  is  not  to 
be  a  course  of  preparation  for  this  event,  by  the  previous  conversion 
of  many  of  these  scattered  outcasts  %  He  hath  certainly  commanded 
his  ministers  to  go  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to 
every  creature  ; — not  to  every  Gentile,  but  to  every  being  that  hath 
intelligence  and  immortality  ;  and  this  is  required  as  a  present, 
urgent,  indispensable  duty;  and  let  whoever  can,  show  that  the 
Jews  do  not  come  legitimately  \\uthin  the  scope  of  this  beneficent 
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provision.  And  then  we  must  be  utterly  blind  to  the  movements 
of  God’s  providence,  not  to  see  that  He  is  constantly  creating  new 
facilities  for  the  furtherance  of  this  object,  by  rendering  the  Jews 
not  only  more  accessible,  but  more  impressible  also.  And  more 
than  that.  He  has  actually  wakened  up  in  the  Church  a  new 
interest  concerning  them  :  a  spirit,  not  only  of  inquiry,  but  of 
solicitude  and  of  charity  ;  and  there  are  great,  and  philanthropic, 
and  venerable  minds,  both  here  and  abroad,  that  are  intensely 
occupied  in  finding  out,  and  putting  into  operation,  means  for 
meliorating  their  condition.  The  very  occasion  which  hath  assem¬ 
bled  us,  is  a  testimony  that  God’s  hand  is  moving  in  their  behalf ; 
an  evidence  that  the  time  to  labour  for  their  conversion  actually 
has  come ;  and  whoever  pleads  for  longer  delay,  on  the  ground  of 
conformity  to  God’s  purpose,  does  it  in  the  face  of  both  revelation 
and  providence;  does  it  at  the  expense  of  showing  himself  a  fatalist. 
I  repeat,  let  the  time  for  the  ultimate  conversion  of  the  Jews  be 
nearer  or  more  remote,  the  time  for  the  Church  to  labour  and  pray 
for  it  is  already  fully  come. 

I  hear  it  said  again,  in  an  undertone  of  crimination,  “  If  the  Jews 
have  been  the  most  favoured  nation  on  earth,  so  also  they  have 
been  the  most  obdurate;  they  deserve  all  that  they  suffer;  and 
who  shall  attempt  to  take  them  out  of  the  hands  of  God’s  retribu¬ 
tive  justice]”  Yes,  doubtless,  they  deserve  all  that  they  suffer; 
but  they  do  not  deserve  it  at  your  hands,  or  at  mine,  or  at  those  of 
any  Christian  nation.  God’s  purposes  in  respect  to  them,  what¬ 
ever  they  may  be,  certainly  will  be  fulfilled  ;  but  in  the  mean  time 
He  requires  us  to  do  good  to  all  men, — Jews  and  Gentiles ;  He  has 
not  given  us  the  shadow  of  an  apology  for  taking  the  sword  of 
vengeance  into  our  hands.  Besides,  who  are  we,  that  we  should 
adduce  the  obduracy  of  the  Jews  as  an  argument  for  letting  them 
alone  ]  If  we  are  not  ourselves,  at  this  hour,  practical  rejectors  of 
the  gospel,  it  is  only  because  the  God  of  Abraham  hath  enlightened 
our  minds,  and  subdued  our  hearts,  and  made  us  willing  in  the 
day  of  his  power.  Lay  thine  hand  upon  thy  mouth,  O  man,  who 
art  venturing  to  invade  the  province  of  infinite  justice,  when  thou 
art  thyself,  at  best,  a  monument  of  God’s  forbearing  mercy. 

I  will  listen  to  but  one  more  objection.  It  is  said,  “  Why  divert 
the  attention  of  the  Church  now  from  the  conversion  of  the  Gen¬ 
tiles, — a  work  on  which  the  Master  has  evidently  deigned  to  smile  ? 
The  Jews  are  scattered  among  the  Gentiles  ;  and  let  them  hear  the 
gospel  as  the  Gentiles  hear  it ;  let  them  receive  a  blessing,  if  they 
will,  through  those  Christian  ministrations  which  the  charity  of 
the  Church  hath  provided  for  the  heathen  ;  but  let  there  be  no  dis- 
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tinct  instrumentality  with  special  reference  to  their  benefit.”  We 
reply  to  this,  in  the  first  place,  that  we  have  no  idea  of  pleading 
for  the  Jews  at  the  expense  of  the  Gentiles  ;  nay,  we  would  that 
the  Church  might  receive  a  fresh  baptism  of  the  general  missionary 
spirit,  and  that  her  messengers  of  truth  and  grace  among  the 
heathen  might  be  multiplied  by  scores  and  hundreds.  Still,  we 
maintain  that  the  condition  of  the  Jews  is  sufficiently  peculiar,  and 
their  claims  are  sufficiently  distinct  to  justify,  to  demand,  a  specific 
action  in  their  behalf.  But  the  crowning  answer  to  this  objection 
is,  that,  if  there  is  anything  to  be  known  from  prophecy,  the  con¬ 
version  of  the  Jews  is  to  precede  the  general  conversion  of  the 
Gentiles, — the  former  sustaining  to  the  latter  the  relation  of  a  cause 
to  an  effect.  Let  the  man,  then,  who  fears  that  we  shall  prosecute 
our  effort  at  the  expense  of  the  heathen,  know,  that,  if  he  is  labour¬ 
ing  for  the  heathen,  so  are  we  also  ;  that,  under  God,  we  are 
putting  in  operation  causes  of  moral  renovation,  that  will  be  found 
to  operate  all  over  the  world  ;  and  that,  sooner  or  later,  an  army  of 
missionaries  will  go  forth  from  collected  Israel,  that  will  never 
weary  in  their  work,  till  the  last  memorial  of  paganism  is  blotted 
out,  and  the  standard  of  truth  and  holiness  waves  “  far  as  the  curse 
is  found.” 

Brethren  and  friends  of  the  Society  whose  claims  I  have  been 
requested  to  present,  I  congratulate  you  on  all  the  favouring  cir¬ 
cumstances  which  mark  your  anniversary.  I  rejoice  that  you  have 
so  much  occasion  to  thank  God  for  the  past,  so  much  encourage¬ 
ment  to  trust  Him  for  the  future.  You  have  had  your  day  of  small 
things  ;  but  I  trust  that  it  is  now  nearly  past,  and  that  your  future 
operations  will  be  characterized  by  a  constantly  increasing  vigour, 
and  will  embrace  a  wider  and  still  wider ^ range.  And  then,  you 
are  not  alone;  you  have  efficient  coadjutors  in  other  lands;  every 
effort  that  you  put  forth,  meets  a  grateful  response  from  many 
hearts,  in  which,  but  a  little  while  since,  there  was  no  chord  to 
vibrate  to  Israel’s  woes  ;  and  more  than  all,  you  are  sustained  by  a 
full  confidence  that,  in  proportion  to  the  importance  which  God 
attaches  to  this  people,  is  the  favour  with  which  He  regards  every 
effort  to  do  them  good.  May  a  still  brighter  light  shine  upon  your 
path,  a  still  warmer  zeal  glow  in  your  bosom,  a  still  richer  blessing 
crown  and  reward  your  efforts. 

I  am  desired  to  ask  the  aid  of  this  congregation  in  prosecuting 
this  benevolent  object.  If  my  subject  has  not  furnished  arguments 
to  induce  you  to  give,  then  I  have  nothing  more  to  say.  If  there 
be  nothing  in  the  importance  which  God  attaches  to  this  people,  as 
evinced  by  what  He  has  done,  and  what  He  is  hereafter  to  do,  for 
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and  by  them,  to  entitle  this  object  to  your  considerate  and  charita¬ 
ble  regards,  then  I  must  expect  you  to  shut  up  your  bowels  of 
compassion,  and  must  repose  in  the  mortifying  reflection  that  I 
have  been  beating  the  air.  But  I  cannot  admit  the  possibility  of 
such  a  result.  I  cannot  doubt  that,  while  I  have  spoken,  both  your 
convictions  and  your  feelings  have  been  with  me,  and  that  you  are 
ready  now  to  offer  efficient  aid  to  this  pre-eminently  Christian 
enterprise.  It  were  little  to  say  of  what  you  give,  that  it  will  be  a 
merciful  offering  to  outcast,  suffering  humanity ;  it  is  humanity 
that  has  fallen  from  a  lofty  elevation,  and  that  is  hereafter  to  rise  to 
an  elevation  still  more  lofty ;  it  is  humanity  which  has  inherited 
God’s  richest  blessing  as  well  as  his  heaviest  curse  ;  nay,  which  is 
enshrined  on  the  mediatorial  throne,  in  the  person  of  God’s  only 
begotten  and  well-beloved  Son.  What  you  give  will  be  given  in 
honour  of  Abraham,  the  father  of  the  faithful ;  and  who  knows  but 
that  the  old  glorified  patriarch  may  actually  be  here,  the  approving 
witness  of  your  gifts  What  you  give  will  be  given  in  honour  of 
Christ,  the  seed  of  Abraham  ;  and  of  his  presence  we  are  assured  ; 
because  He  is  everywhere  in  the  assemblies  of  his  saints,  and  his 
eye  is  like  a  flame  of  fire.  I  entreat  you  to  give  so  as  to  satisfy  all 
the  bright  witnesses  that  may  be  hovering  unseen  around  you. 
And  when  Israel  shall  have  been  gathered,  and  the  hills  and  val¬ 
leys  of  Judea  shall  echo  to  her  songs  of  praise  ;  nay,  when  glo¬ 
rified  Israel  shall  have  taken  her  place  on  Mount  Zion  above  and 
within  the  eternal  temple,  as  the  most  illustrious  trophy  that  grace 
hath  gained,  the  brightest  gem  in  the  Mediator’s  crown,  who  knows 
but  that  the  contributions  and  resolutions  of  this  hour  may  connect 
themselves,  in  the  minds  of  many  in  that  vast  assemblage,  with  the 
imperishable  triumph  to  which  they  will  be  exalted  1 
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Since  the  last  Annual  Meeting,  George  Suckley,  Esq.,  one  of 
the  oldest  Directors  of  the  Society,  has  deceased. 

FUNDS. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  last  anniversary  the  Society, 
having  no  longer  any  peiananent  or  vested  funds,  freely  cast  itself, 
for  the  means  of  sustaining  and  extending  its  operations,  on  the 
promised  blessing  of  Israel’s  God,  and  the  reviving  favour  of  God’s 
people.  The  result  has  been  such  as  in  no  degree  to  shake,  but 
has  rather  confirmed,  this  confidence  of  faith.  With  many  diffi¬ 
culties,  embarrassments,  and  prejudices  still  to  contend  with,  and 
with  a  very  limited  and  economical  agency,  and  that  too  impaired 
by  frequent  and  protracted  interruptions  from  sickness  and  other 
providential  causes,  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year 
have  been,  from  all  sources,  $6690.14,  being  an  increase  of  actual 
donations,  and  subscriptions  to  the  Jewish  Chronicle,  over  those  of 
the  previous  year,  of  nearly  $800.  No  fear  or  misgiving  is  felt, 
but  that,  so  long  as  the  Society  perseveres  in  the  faithful  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  its  appropriate  work,  He,  who  claims  the  silver  and  the 
gold  for  his  own,  will  provide  enough  of  both  for  all  its  wants. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETIES. 

Several  new  Societies  have  been  formed  during  the  year,  and 
remittances  received  from  the  following: — the  Female  Branch 
Society  of  the  City  of  New  York;  the  Herschell  Female  Branch, 
do. ;  the  Auxiliary  Society  in  Baltimore,  Md.  ;  and  from  the 
Ladies’  Jews’  Societies  in  Providence,  R.  I.  ;  Newburyport, 
Mass.;  Nantucket,  do.;  Congregational  Church,  Salem,  do. ;  New 
London,  Conn.;  Norwich,  do.;  Utica,  N.  Y. ;  Baltimore,  Md. ; 
and  Richmond,  Va. 
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The  Ladies’  Jews’  Society  of  Philadelphia,  and.  the  Female 
Benevolent  Society  of  Cambridgeport,  Mass.,  although  not  auxil¬ 
iary,  have  also  contributed  to  the  funds  of  the  Board. 


DIRECTORS  AND  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 


Nine  Life  Directors  and  nifieteen  Life  Members  have  been  added 
to  the  roll. 

THE  JEWISH  CHRONICLE. 


This  periodical  of  the  Board  continues  to  prosper.  At  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Directors  it  was  found  necessary  to  enlarge  the 
monthly  edition  to  2500  copies.  The  Board  avail  themselves  of 
this  opportunity  to  renew  their  recommendation  of  the  Jewish 
Chronicle  to  the  notice  of  the  public,  as,  in  addition  to  the  other 
valuable  features  that  characterize  it,  it  is  believed  that  there  is 
no  publication,  either  in  this  country  or  in  Europe,  that  presents 
so  full  and  careful  a  digest  of  whatever  is  interesting  to  an  intelli¬ 
gent  Christian  mind  in  the  whole  range  of  modern  Jewish  missions. 

THE  MISSION  HOUSE. 

The  discontinuance  of  this  establishment  has  already  been 
widely  announced  to  the  patrons  of  the  Board,  through  the  reli¬ 
gious  press  and  Jewish  Chronicle.  It  is,  indeed,  true  that,  for  the 
reasons  briefly  stated  in  the  Report  of  last  year,  the  Directors  gen¬ 
erally  retain  the  opinion  then  expressed  as  to  the  desirableness  of 
such  an  institution  judiciously  conducted,  and  vigorously  sus¬ 
tained.  But  it  must  be  confessed,  that  the  difiiculties  in  the 
way  of  a  successful  management  are  both  numerous  and  formida¬ 
ble,  arising  from  the  character  of  too  many  of  those  who  seek  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  Home,  and  the  necessity 
of  qualifications  in  the  Superintendent,  that  are  very  rarely  found 
united  in  any  one  man.  To  these  causes  must  no  doubt  be  attri¬ 
buted  the  occasional  failure  of  Jewish  Mission  Houses  in  Europe, 
as,  for  example,  of  the  one  in  Liverpool  during  the  past  year, 
though  under  the  powerful  patronage  of  the  London  Society  ;  and 
yet  so  generally  persuaded  are  the  friends  of  Israel  abroad  of  the 
utility,  under  proper  conditions,  of  a  Home  of  this  kind  for  inquir¬ 
ers,  that  several  such  establishments  have  been  organized  in  the 
city  of  London  alone.  In  our  own  case,  however,  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  a  twelvemonth  has  sufficiently  shown,  that  the  plan  does 
not  commend  itself  to  the  judgment  and  sympathies  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  churches.  The  Board,  therefore,  after  much  serious  delibera¬ 
tion,  has  felt  itself  constrained  to  abandon  this  specific  mode  of 
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action,  and  confine  itself  in  future  to  tlie  more  familiar  and 
acceptable  instrumentalities  of  missionary  operation.  This  de¬ 
cision,  it  is  believed,  wall  remove  a  main  difficulty  in  the  way  of  a 
more  general  and  hearty  co-operation  of  the  churches  in  this 
holy  cause.  They  will  more  readily  understand,  that  the  sol^ 
object  of  the  American  Society  is  to  send  the  glorious  gospel  of 
God’s  dear  Son  to  these  our  elder  brethren  through  the  living 
preacher,  and  by  means  of  the  Bible  and  Tract  distribution. 

Without  now  entering  into  needless  details,  it  may  be  sufficient 
to  state,  that,  during  the  brief  existence  of  the  Mission  House, 
eleven  young  Israelites  were  received  into  the  Institution,  and 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  religious  instruction,  which  it  afforded, 
for  periods  of  various  duration. 

TEMPORAL  SUTPORT. 

The  Mission  House  being  thus  abandoned,  the  Directors  were 
brought  back  to  the  renewed  consideration  of  that  great  standing 
difficulty  of  every  Jewish  mission,  to  wit,  the  question  of  the  tem¬ 
poral  support  of  destitute  enquirers.  Their  repeated  and  careful 
conferences  on  the  subject  resulted  in  the  unanimous  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution,  as  the  general  rule  for  their  government 
in  such  cases  : — 

Resolved,  That  enquirers  reported  by  the  missionary  as  unpro¬ 
vided  with  the  means  of  temporal  support,  and  who  shall  have 
been  recommended  by  him,  and  approved  by  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  as  suitable  persons  to  be  taken  under  their  care,  shall  in  all 
cases  be  required  to  devote  themselves  to  any  employment  that 
may  be  procured  for  them,  and  that  the  Executive  Committee  be 
specially  charged  with  the  duty  of  guiding  and  assisting  them  in 
their  efforts  to  earn  their  own  livelihood. 

Without  any  Operative  Institution  of  its  own,  such  as  is  com¬ 
mon  abroad,  the  Board  most  earnestly  invites  the  cooperation  of 
Christian  merchants  and  tradesmen  in  New  York  and  clseiohere,  in 
providing  immediate  employment  for  those  v/ho,  by  their  awaken¬ 
ing  intel-est  in  the  truth,  find  themselves  suddenly  cut  off  from 
their  own  kindred  and  associations. 

AGENCIES.  • 

The  Rev.  A.  O.  Pelouhet,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  having 
been  appointed  Travelling  Agent  of  the  Society  in  New  Jersey 
for  three  months,  his  commission  expired  soon  after  the  last  anni¬ 
versary.  In  a  communication  dated  July  10,  1846,  he  thus 
writes : — 
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I  do  not  leave  your  employ  from  any  feelings  of  discouragement, 
or  distrust  as  to  the  ultimate  success  of  the  cause.  The  Church 
mv.st  awake  to  the  claims  of  Israel  upon  her,  and  her  prayers  will 
then  be  as  lively  in  their  behalf,  as  they  are  now  dead,  and  her 
gifts  as  liberal,  as  they  are  now  parsimonious.  I  hope,  as  God 
shall  give  me  opportunity,  to  be  at  my  post  in  promoting  a  cause 
so  wo]thy. 

The  Rev.  John  A.  Vinton,  of  the  Congregational  Church,  has 
faithfully  served  the  Society,  though  with  serious  interruptions,  in 
the  States  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont. 

Mr.  G.  N.  Phillips,  a  converted  Israelite  connected  with  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  at  present  studying  for  the  ministry  of  the 
gospel  at  Madison  University,  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  has  recently  been 
authorized  to  receive  subscriptions  for  the  Chronicle,  and  dona¬ 
tions  for  the  Society. 

With  a  view  to  economy,  and  to  avoid  the  unnecessary  multipli¬ 
cation  of  agents,  our  missionary  brethren  are  expected,  in  addition 
to  their  other  duties,  to  avail  themselves  of  every  opportunity  that 
is  offered,  for  sustaining  the  operations  of  the  Board  by  the  diffu¬ 
sion  of  intelligence  among  the  churches,  the  formation  of  auxiliary 
societies,  and  the  collection  of  funds. 

MISSIONARIES. 

The  connection  between  the  American  Board  and  the  Rev. 
John  Lichtenstein  was  discontinued  on  the  24th  day  of  last  Septem¬ 
ber,  and  the  Rev.  John  C.  Guldin,  pastor  of  the  German  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Mission  Church  of  Houston  Street,  New  York,  was  appointed 
Superintendent  of  the  Mission  House  on  the  5th  of  October.  The 
Board  regret  the  necessity  that  has  so  soon  deprived  them  of  the 
services  of  the  latter  gentleman,  and  fully  reciprocate  the  senti¬ 
ments  of  Christian  respect  and  confidence  expressed  by  him  in  his 
latest  communications  to  the  Board.  He  thus  writes  : — 

I  most  cordially  and  heartily  approve  of  the  resolution  to  give 
up  the  Mission  House,  and  most  fully  unite  in  the  view  which  the 
Board  seem  to  have  taken  of  the  subject.  I  cheerfully  ^ive  up 
this  relation,  not  as  if  I  were  dissatisfied  with  the  Board — no,  I 
have  not  at  any  time  entertained,  nor  do  I  now  entertain,  any  but 
the  highest  regard  for  and  satisfaction  with  the  Board — but  be¬ 
cause  I  believe  this  step  will  promote,  as  it  contemplates,  the  best 
interests  of  the  cause  for  which  the  Board  labour.  In  good  faith  the 
Board  called  me  ;  in  good  faith  I  accepted ;  and  I  am  fully  con¬ 
vinced  that  we  part  in  as  good  faith  as  we  came  together.  The 
right  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Mission  House,  as  they  came 
successively  before  us,  required  an  unusual  degree  of  patience  and 
of  wisdom,  and  I  can  and  shall  heartily  defend,  should  there  ever 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


31 


be  any  call  for  it,  the  action  of  the  Committee  and  the  Board  in  the 
premises. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1846,  Mr.  John  Neayider  was  solemnly  or¬ 
dained  as  a  missionary  to  the  Jews,  by  a  committee  of  the  Classis 
of  New  York,  in  consequence  of  a  dispensation  granted  for  that 
end  by  the  G-eneral  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church.  Pro¬ 
ceeding  immediately  to  Baltimore,  he  spent  nearly  four  months  in 
that  city,  including,  however,  a  brief  missionary  tour  in  Virginia. 
He  then  returned  to  Philadelphia,  and  continued  there  until  Jan. 
18,  1847,  since  which  date  he  has  resided  in  New  York. 

Mr.  Silian  Bonhomme,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  is 
still  in  the  employ  of  the  Board.  His  useful  labours  have  been  much 
interrupted,  during  the  past  year,  by  repeated  attacks  of  severe 
illness,  through  which,  however,  as  well  as  through  other  domestic 
afflictions,  the  hand  of  his  Master  has  gi'aciously  carried  him. 
Since  last  May  he  has  visited,  in  the  discharge  of  his  missionaiy 
duties,  nearly  half  the  States  of  the  Union. 

The  Rev.  John  H.  Bernkeim,  of  the  Lutheran  Evangelical 
Church,  has  piancipal^"  confined  his  labours  to  the  State  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  with  occasional  excursions  into  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island.  The  general  favour  "with  which  Mr.  B.  has  been  received 
by  the  pastors  and  churches  has  induced  the  Board  to  comply  'with 
the  wish  expressed  by  many  of  them,  that  he  should  be  appointed 
the  resident  missionary  and  agent  of  the  Society  for  the  three 
southern  States  of  New  England.  Accordingly,  haUng  selected 
Newburyport,  Mass.,  as  his  headquarters,  Mr.  B.  removed  his 
family  from  Kittanning,  Pa.,  to  that  place,  about  the  beginning  of 
April. 

RESULTS. 

The  Board  would  have  it  distinctly  understood,  that  it  is  not  at 
all  their, design  or  their  wish  to  organize  separate  churches  of  con¬ 
verted  Jews.  They  do  not  forget  that  “  the  middle  wall  of  parti¬ 
tion”  has  been  “  broken  down”  by  Him  who  “  is  our  peace,  and 
hath  made  both  one.”  To  rebuild  it,  or  any  part  of  it,  is  not  their 
object.  The  single  and  sole  responsibility,  -with  which  they  con¬ 
sider  themselves  charged,  is  that  of  preaching  “  Chnst  and  him 
crucified”  to  Israel.  The  measure  of  increase  that  shall  reward 
their  patient  and  persevering  efforts  they  leave  to  His  gracious  dis¬ 
posal,  who  alone  giveth  either  “  seed  to  the  sower,  or  bread  to  the 
eater.”  And  as  to  the  particular  evangelical  denomination,  ^\’ith 
which  any  convert  shall  connect  himself,  that  is  a  matter  in  which 
this  Society  takes  not  the  slightest  interest.  We  are  satisfied, 
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when  it  is  given  us  to  see  “  the  lost  sheep”  in  the  hands  of  the 
“  Shepherd  of  Israel.” 

Besides,  it  is  very  obvious,  that  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  it 
must  be  an  utterly  impracticable  thing,  to  trace  the  result  of  mis¬ 
sionary  labour  among  so  shifting  and  unsettled  a  population,  as  that 
with  which  this  Society  has  to  deal.  Of  those,  however,  who 
during  the  past  year  have  been  brought  under  the  influence  of  our 
Missionaries,  either  in  the  Mission  House  or  in  their  out-door 
labours,  at  least  six  are  known  who  have  been  received  into  the 
communion  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  The  God  of  the  Covenant 
remains  ever  faithful,  and  in  our  day  also  has  a  remnant  in  Israel. 

But  another  result  equally  interesting,  and  one  full  of  blessed 
promise  both  to  Jew  and  Gentile,  is  the  extensive  reawakening 
of  the  sympathies  of  the  Church  itself  towards  these  long  lost  wan¬ 
derers  from  the  household  of  faith.  Of  this  most  encouraging  fact 
satisfactory  evidence  is  afforded  in  the  ecclesiastical  action,  friendly 
to  the  Society  and  its  object,  that  has  been  adopted  during  the 
year  by  many  of  the  leading  religious  bodies  of  our  country. 

CONCLUSION. 

We  thank  God  that  Zion  is  thus  coming  once  more  into  mind,  and 
that  God’s  servants  are  beginning  to  “  take  pleasure  in  her  stones, 
and  favour  the  dust  thereof.”  We  hail  this  movement,  already  per¬ 
vading  Christendom,  as  the  brightest  omen  that  meets  the  eye  in 
these  days  of  spiritual  languor  and  decay.  Surely  it  betokens  the 
near  approach  of  “  the  time — the  set  time” — when  God  himself 
“  shall  arise  and  have  mercy  upon  Zion,”  and,  the  mountain  of  the 
Lord’s  house  being  established  in  the  top  of  the  mountains  and 
exalted  above  the  hills,  “  all  nations  shall  flow  unto  it.” 

But  we  cannot  conceal  the  strength  of  our  conviction,  that  the 
Church  has  by  no  means  yet  attained  to  any  adequate  sense  of  the 
solemn,  ever  urgent,  but  long  neglected  obligations  resting  on  her 
in  regard  to  this  once  mighty  and  honoured,  and  still  beloved  and 
imperishable  race.  On  the  glories  of  their  national  history,  so  far 
transcending,  in  all  the  elements  of  an  interest  at  once  human  and 
divine,  the  most  illustrious  annals  of  any  mere  earthly  empire,  and 
*  and  on  the  magnitude  of  the  debt  which  all  lands  owe  to  Israel,  as 
God’s  chosen  instrumentality  of  blessing  to  our  fallen  family,  on 
these  topics  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  dwell.  Enough,  that  they, 
for  whom  we  plead,  “  are  Israelites  ;  to  whom  pertaineth  the 
adoption,  and  the  glory,  and  the  covenants,  and  the  giving  of  the 
law,  and  the  service  of  God,  and  the  promises  ;  whose  are  the 
fathers,  and  of  whom,  as  concerning  the  flesh,  Christ  came,  who  is 
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over  all,  God  blessed  for  ever.  Amen.”  And  now  when  the  mat¬ 
ter  proposed  is  the  evangelization  of  such  a  people,  what  object  is 
there  that  can  more  appropriately  engage,  or  may  be  expected 
more  richly  to  reward,  the  best  affections,  the  wisest  counsels,  and 
most  zealous  efforts,  of  all  that  love  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  would 
hasten  the  glory  of  his  kingdom  ? 

This  question  becomes  yet  more  emphatic,  when  it  is  considered 
that  we  shall  look  in  vain  for  the  full  accomplishment  of  any  of  the 
other  great  objects,  on  which  the  heart  of  Protestant  Christendom 
is  set,  so  long  as  Israel  remains  an  outcast  from  God. — Thus,  much 
has  been  spoken  lately  of  the  desirableness  of  Christian  union, 
and  of  harmonious  co-operation  among  those  who  are  ah'eady  one 
in  Chnst,  and  essentially  one  in  faith  and  in  the  hope  of  them  high 
calling.  But  when  is  it  that  the  jealousies,  and  divisions,  and  ani¬ 
mosities  of  a  distracted  and  disordered  Church  shall  disappear  ] 
When  shall  “  the  w'atchmen  lift  up  the  voice  ;  wdth  the  voice  to¬ 
gether  shall  they  sing  :  for  they  shall  see  eye  to  eye” — and,  behold¬ 
ing  in  every  eye  the  light  of  mutual  love  and  of  a  common  joy, 
shall  gladly  forego  the  ancient  inquisition  after  motes  and  beams  % 
Is  it,  w’hen  all  the  nations  have  become  monarchies,  or  all  repub¬ 
lics  ?  Or,  when  all  Chiistians  have  become  Baptists  ?  or  all 
Methodists  ?  or  all  Congregation alists  1  or  all  Presbyterians  ]  or  all 
Episcopalians  ]  No — no  ;  it  is  “  when  the  Lord  shall  bring  again 
Tiionf  and  the  gospel  herald,  no  longer  turning  Zion’s  glory  into 
the  smoke  of  metaphors,  shall  “  say  unto  Zion,  Thy  God  reigneth. 
Lreak  forth  into  joy,  sing  together,  ye  icaste  places  of  Jerusalem  :  for 
the  Lord  hath  comforted  his  people.  He  hath  redeemed  Jerusalem^ 

Or,  is  it  sought  to  aiTest  the  progress  of  a  foul  and  cruel  super¬ 
stition,  and  to  burst  the  spell  that  binds  the  nations  to  Rome  '?  Let 
us  learn  a  lesson  from  the  instincts  of  the  sorceress  herself — from 
the  hatred  and  suspicious  dread,  with  w'hich  she  has  ever  w'atched 
and  tyrannized  over  the  Jew,  and  point  the  eyes  of  men  to  that 
holy  hill,  whence  the  law  went  forth  in  former  days — (whether  or 
not  it  shall  yet  again  go  forth,  as  many  students  of  prophecy 
believe  that  it  shall) — even  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem. 

Another  most  important  end,  that  justly  claims  the  solicitude 
and  prayers  of  all  good  men,  is  the  revival  of  pure  religion  and 
undefiled  in  nominally  Christian  lands.  But  as  we  \vould  succeed 
in  this  object,  let  us  not  neglect  the  Jew.  Says  a  distinguished 
living  missionary  : — * 

Sixty  years  ago  the  Jews  of  Europe  were  walled  off  from  the 


*  Rev.  B.  TV.  Wright,  of  the  London  Society. 
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rest  of  the  world  in  helpless  seclusion,  like  the  dry  skeletons  of  a 
by-gone  civilization ;  now  we  see  them  full  of  life  and  movement, 
armed  with  the  keenest  weapons ;  and  in  a  short  space  of  time, 
fighting  on  intellectual  ground,  they  have  wrought  out  for  them¬ 
selves  an  unaccountable  weight  of  power. 

Through  its  moral  and  intellectual  positions,  and  its  commercial 
relations,  through  science,  literature,  political  craft,  and  the  press, 
working  with  matchless  combination,  Judaism  is  at  present  walk¬ 
ing  abroad  in  Europe,  uprooting  idolatry,  propagating  Deism,  and 
is  entering  upon  a  new  career  of  advancement,  which  those  who 
know  best  the  magic  power  of  mental  influence  will  be  best  able 
to  appreciate. 

The  proportion  of  Jews  who  receive  a  literary  and  scientific 
education  is  very  great,  owing  to  the  proverbial  liberality  of  the 
Jews  to  the  poor  of  the  same  community;  and  once  educated, 
there  seems  no  end  to  their  clever  activity.  Independently  of  the 
fifteen  exclusively  Jewish  journals  of  GJ-ermany,  four  of  which  have 
made  their  appearance  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  year, 
the  daily  political  press  of  Europe  is  very  much  under  the  do¬ 
minion  of  the  Jews  ;  as  literary  contributors,  they  influence  almost 
every  leading  Continental  newspaper,  and  as  controversy  seems  to 
be  their  native  air,  and  they  bring  into  the  field  mental  energies  of 
no  ordinary  stamp,  they  find  no  lack  of  employment,  and  if  any 
literary  opponent  ventures  to  endeavor  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
Judaism  to  political  power,  he  finds  himself  held  up  to  public 
notice,  and  exposed  to  attack  after  attack  in  most  of  the  leading 
journals  of  Europe. 

And,  finally,  would  we  devise  some  more  efficient  methods  than 
have  hitherto  been  pursued,  for  the  discharge  of  that  great  com¬ 
mission  entrusted  to  us  by  the  Saviour  of  men,  now  gone  up  to  the 
right  hand  of  power — the  blessed  commission  of  preaching  His 
gospel,  and  making  known  His  saving  health  to  all  nations  '?  Then, 
if  we  believe,  and  probably  no  one  will  call  the  truth  of  it  in  ques¬ 
tion,  that  the  grand  final  result  of  all  missionary  labours  and  sacri¬ 
fices,  to  wit,  the  subjection  of  the  world  to  Christ,  will  not  be,  can¬ 
not  possibly  be,  by  any  amount  of  sacrifice  and  labour  whatsoever, 
effected,  until  the  veil  is  rent  from  Israel’s  heart,  and  it  shall  turn 
to  the  Lord — if  we  believe,  and  who  will  deny,  that  this  conver¬ 
sion  of  Israel  to  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David  their  king,  is  the 
foreordained  and  indispensable  preliminary  to  the  universal  tri¬ 
umph — surely  it  is  time  that  the  churches  of  Christ  should  act  in 
this  whole  matter,  as  if  they  did  believe  these  things. 

Many  other  considerations  might  be  adverted  to  ;  but  we  for¬ 
bear.  Solemnized  by  the  holy  memories  of  the  past,  animated  by 
the  hope  of  a  yet  more  glorious  future,  and  constrained  by  the  love 
of  Christ,  let  us  rouse  ourselves  anew  to  this  great  work  of  declar¬ 
ing  Christ  to  Israel.  Let  us  unite  to  vindicate  the  truth  and  meek- 
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ness  of  the  gospel  from  the  prejudices  engendered  by  the  blas¬ 
phemous  perversions,  and  wicked  relentless  persecutions,  of  an 
apostate  Church.  In  the  dear  and  mighty  name  of  the  risen  One, 
let  us  prophesy  to  the  dry  bones  that  they  may  live  ;  and  over  all 
our  service  breathe  the  spirit  of  Him  who  wept  over  Jerusalem, 
and  is  now  “  exalted  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  to 
Israel  and  forgiveness  of  sins.”  Then  shall  the  voice  of  the  Inter¬ 
cessor  "within  the  veil,  “  For  Zion’s  sake  "will  I  not  hold  my  peace, 
and  for  Jerusalem’s  sake  I  will  not  rest,  until  the  righteousness 
thereof  go  forth  as  brightness,  and  the  salvation  thereof  as  a  lamp 
that  burneth,”  be  answered  by  the  cry  of  the  Lord’s  remem¬ 
brancers  on  earth,  Oh,  that  the  salvation  of  Israel  were  come 
out  of  Zion  !” 
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TWBNTY-FOUETH  ANNIVEESAEY 

OP  THE 

2lmcritan  SotEtg 

FOR  MELIORATING  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  JEWS/- 


The  Twenty-fourth  Anniversary  of  the  American  Society  for  Meliorating  the 
Condition  of  the  Jews,  was  held  in  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church,  in  Broome 
Street,  on  Thursday  evening.  May  13th.  Rev.  Dr.  De  Witt,  one  of  the  Vice 
Presidents  of  the  Society,  in  the  chair. 

After  prayer  by  the  Chairman,  and  the  singing  of  an  anthem  by  the  choir, 
the  usual  abstracts  of  the  Treasurer’s  and  of  the  Annual  Reports  were  read  by 
the  Corresponding  Secretary,  Rev.  John  Lillie. 

The  Rev.  E.  W.  Andrews,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  then  rose  to  offer  the  following 
resolution ; — 

Resolved,  That  the  Annual  Report,  an  abstract  of  which  has  now  been  read,  be 
adopted,  and  that  it  be  published  and  circulated  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board. 

I  move  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  Mr.  President,  because  I  think  the  Report 
is  happily  adapted  to  awaken  a  new  interest  in  the  minds  of  Christians  on  the  great 
and  solemn  work  which  it  contemplates.  I  say  the  great  work  which  it  contem¬ 
plates.  Some,  perhaps,  will  deem  this  a  misnomer — for  I  am  aware  that,  to  the 
popular  view,  our  enterprise  is  almost  lost  in  the  shadows  which  other,  and  so- 
called  mightier  movements  of  the  age,  cast  upon  it ;  but,  regarded  in  the  light 
of  inspiration,  I  must  think  of  it,  and  be  permitted  to  speak  of  it,  as  a  great  and  sol¬ 
emn  work,  second,  in  the  real  benevolence  of  its  nature,  the  importance  and  grandeur 
of  its  ultimate  purpose,  and  the  richness  of  its  promise  to  a  dying  world,  to  no 
other  enterprise  that  can  awaken  the  sympathies,  enlist  the  efforts,  and  draw 
forth  the  prayers  to  heaven  of  the  people  of  God ;  and  I  can  most  heartily  respond 
to  the  language  of  the  eloquent  Tyng :  “  There  is  not  a  Christian  enterprise  of 
the  day  which  so  deeply  interests  my  heart,  as  this.” 

The  Jews,  independent  of  the  ten  tribes,  are  now  thought  to  number  from  eight 
to  ten  millions  of  souls.  If,  therefore,  we  estimate  them  numerically,  few  nations, 
to  which  missionary  efforts  are  directed,  will  be  found  to  have  a  stronger  claim  on 
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the  sympathies  of  the  Christian  Church.  The  great  mass  of  these  millions  are 
walking  in  darkness,  far  removed  from  the  light  of  Christian  truth ;  and,  unless 
speedy  efforts  are  made  for  their  conversion,  must  eternally  perish.  As  men,  our 
brethren  in  the  bonds  of  a  common  humanity  and  common  redemption,  the  heirs 
of  immortality,  destined,  after  a  few  circling  years,  to  stand  with  us  before  the 
judgment-seat  of  Christ,  their  future  destiny  is  to  us  a  subject  of  the  deepest 
interest,  and  the  most  solemn  moment.  And  why,  Mr.  President,  should  this 
people  be  the  objects  of  neglect,  to  the  degree  they  have  been  ?  Why  should 
we  not  labour  as  earnestly,  as  devotedly,  for  the  conversion  of  the  Jew  as  of  the 
Gentile  ?  Why  confine  our  efforts  to  one  portion  of  our  race,  and  allow  another, 
brought  by  God,  in  his  providence,  so  directly  within  our  influence,  to  go  down  to 
death  without  a  note  of  warning,  or  an  invitation  of  mercy?  To  my  own  mind, 
Sir,  the  thought  is  melancholy,  that  Christiana  have  so  generally  departed  from 
the  plan  of  God  and  the  example  of  the  apostles,  in  preaching  the  gospel  to  a 
dying  world.  That  plan  and  that  example  both  point  “  to  the  Jew  first,  and  also 
to  the  Greek,”  as  the  order  of  procedure,  in  fulfilling  the  great  commission  of 
our  Master.  But,  until  lately,  it  will  not  be  denied,  Christians  have  not  only 
employed  no  direct  means  to  bring  Israel  to  the  faith  of  Christ,  but  have  passed 
them  by  in  utter  scorn,  and,  by  cruel  wrongs,  by  persecution  and  oppression,  have 
made  stronger  and  heavier  the  chains  which  prejudice  had  fastened  upon  their 
minds.  And  even  now,  after  the  deep  slumbers  of  ages  are  in  some  measure 
broken,  and  Christians  are  awaking  to  some  concern  for  the  advancement  of  the 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  in  the  earth,  it  is  to  the  Gentile  nations,  that  first,  and 
almost  exclusively,  they  are  directing  their  attention  and  efforts.  The  people 
whom  our  Lord  and  his  apostles  first  addressed,  have  scarcely  a  place  in  our 
benevolent  regards.  I  verily  believe.  Sir,  the  Church  is  guilty  in  this  thing,  and 
I  rejoice.  Sir,  in  any  signs  of  repentance  discoverable  among  any  of  the  ranks  of 
her  members,  in  our  own  or  foreign  lands. 

But,  Sir,  besides  the  importance  that  is  to  be  attached  to  the  conversion  of  the 
Jews,  regarded  as  individuals,  there  is  a  new,  and,  if  possible,  higher  importance 
added  to  it,  if  we  regard  them  as  a  nation.  No  truth,  to  the  mind  of  the  faithful 
student  of  the  prophetic  Word  of  God,  is  more  clearly  revealed  than  this — that 
the  restoration  and  conversion  to  Christianity  of  this  wonderful  people,  will  be 
cotemporaneous  with  the  gathering  in  of  the  fulness  of  the  Gentile  nations.  With 
the  return  of  their  national  happiness  and  glory  under  Christ,  then  to  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  as  their  Saviour  King,  is  inseparably  connected  the  triumph,  and  happi¬ 
ness,  and  glory  of  the  Christian  Church.  In  what  order,  precisely,  these  events 
are  to  follow  each  other,  and  just  what  are  to  be  their  relations  of  dependence,  it 
perhaps  would  be  presumptuous  for  us  to  say.  But  this  we  do  know,  that  God, 
.in  his  infinite  wisdom,  has  so  interwoven  the  destinies  of  the  Gentile  race  with 
the  fortunes  of  the  Jewish  nation,  that  so  long  as  the  latter  remains  in  a  state  of 
wandering  and  dispersion,  and  in  the  rejection  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  our  world 
will  continue  the  abode  of  sin,  and  under  the  dominion  of  Satan.  Sir,  the 
Jewish  nation  is  the  centre  of  all  true  history.  Upon  its  fate,  in  an  important  sense, 
hangs  suspended  the  fate  of  all  nations.  The  time  comes,  when  “the  nation  and 
kingdom  that  will  not  serve  this  people,  shall  perish  ;  yea,  those  nations  shall  be 
utterly  wasted.”  If  we  turn  to  the  past,  we  find  that  to  no  people  has  it  been 
given  to  perform  so  important  a  part  in  the  execution  of  the  divine  purposes 
concerning  our  world,  as  to  them ;  that  no  nation,  in  its  career,  has  made  so  deep 
an  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  world  we  inhabit.  To  the  historian,  the  states¬ 
man,  and  the  philosopher,  the  history  of  this  people  presents  a  most  interesting 
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and  fruitful  study,  and  their  future  destiny  offers  a  most  important  problem.  It 
is  not  extravagant  to  say,  that  no  race  has  exerted  half  so  powerful  an  influence 
in  moulding  the  character  of  our  race,  as  this  helpless,  weak,  and  wandering 
people.  Upon  almost  every  feature  of  our  social  and  political  institutions,  their 
influence  is  distinctly  visible.  The  spirit  of  the  great  Hebrew  legislator  pervades 
all  our  systems  of  governments  and  our  codes  of  laws  ;  and  the  germs  of  every¬ 
thing  truly  excellent  and  noble  in  our  social  organizations  may  be  found  in  his 
idea  of  the  Hebrew  commonwealth.  Upon  our  literature,  also,  the  Jewish  mind 
has  stamped  its  indelible  impress.  After  the  lapse  of  twenty  centuries,  with  all 
the  accumulated  wisdom  of  ages,  and  all  the  boasted  efforts  of  the  enlightened 
mind  of  modern  civilization,  we  still  turn  back  to  those  rude  tribes,  dwelling  on 
the  hills  and  in  the  valleys  of  Palestine,  for  our  richest  lessons  of  wisdom,  and  our 
highest  models  in  oratory  and  song.  True,  the  strains  of  many  harps,  in  these 
latter  days,  sanctified  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  are  sweet  and  melodious,  and  we 
listen  to  them  refreshed  ;  but  before  the  heavenly  breathings  of  the  harp  of  Israel’s 
honoured  king,  they  are  silent ;  and  in  the  presence  of  David’s  wise  successor, 
and  before  the  rapt  Isaiah,  and  the  inspired  Paul,  the  teachings  of  modern  philos¬ 
ophy,  and  the  utterances  of  modern  genius,  and  the  tones  of  modern  eloquence, 
cease  to  be  heard.  In  short.  Sir,  in  whatever  direction  we  turn,  we  everywhere 
see  the  traces  of  their  influence  and  power,  if  not  manifested  in  crumbling  pyra¬ 
mids  and  moss-grown  ruins,  engraven  on  the  heart  of  man,  written  on  the 
face  of  civilized  society,  and  daily  becoming  more  and  more  visible  in  shaping  the 
destinies  of  the  world. 

But,  Sir,  if  to  the  historian,  the  scholar,  the  statesman,  this  people  are  a  subject 
of  such  importance  and  interest,  what  must  they  be  to  the  Christian ;  to  him, 
who,  sustained  by  faith,  waits  to  see  the  full  revelation  of  the  mysteries  of  the 
kingdom  of  God  ?  Around  their  history,  in  his  mind,  cluster  a  thousand  associa¬ 
tions,  tender,  sacred  and  sublime,  beyond  the  power  of  language  to  utter.  The 
great  events  of  that  history  are  mingled  in  the  recollections  of  his  tenderest  years. 
The  names  of  its  heroes,  judges,  kings,  its  poets  and  prophets,  are  to  him  as  house¬ 
hold  words.  He  remembers  them  as  the  chosen  people  of  God,  selected  from 
amongst  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  to  be  the  depository  of  his  truth,  the  arm  of 
his  power,  and  the  abode  of  his  glory.  He  beholds  the  Almighty,  for  many  ages, 
exercising  over  them  a  peculiar  care,  manifesting  himself  to  them  by  the  most 
wonderful  exhibitions  of  his  power,  and  even  condescending  to  speak  with  them 
face  to  face.  Now  inflicting  punishment  for  their  sins  by  some  terrible  example 
of  his  justice,  and  now  winning  them  to  submission  by  the  revelations  of  his  love. 
And  at  length,  when  the  last  scenes  of  the  old  dispensation  are  passing,  and 
their  national  glory  is  fast  losing  itself  in  the  shadows  of  that  long  night  which  is 
still  upon  them,  it  is  as  a  Jew  that  he  beholds  the  Son  of  God  visiting  our  world, 
and  restoring,  for  a  few  years,  in  his  own  person,  the  pristine  glory  of  man.  O, 
Sir,  Judea,  Judea,  it  is  indeed,  to  the  Christian,  a  land  of  “  hallowed  memories!” 
invested  with  a  sacred  splendour,  compared  with  which,  the  splendour  of  the 
mightiest  monarchies  and  republics  of  antiquity  waxes  faint  and  dim.  We  may 
gaze  with  intense,  high-wrought  emotions,  upon  the  battle-fields  moistened  by 
the  blood  of  freemen  ;  but  with  far  difl’erent  feelings  do  we  gaze  on  the  hill 
of  Calvary,  wet  with  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  may  wander  amid  the  rivers 
of  classic  lands  with  all  the  lively  interest  and  pleasurable  emotions  of  the  scholar, 
but  with  far  diflerent  sentiments  stirring  our  hearts  and  swelling  our  bosoms,  do 
we  stand  on  the  heights  of  Zion,  where  arose  in  beauty  and  strength  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  God,  and  where  the  splendour  of  the  Shekinah  revealed  to  human 
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view  the  glories  of  the  present  divinity.  It  is  a  land  honoured  and  blessed 
in  the  recollections  of  the  past,  nor  to  be  less  blessed  in  the  glories  of  the  future — 
consecrated,  ennobled,  as  the  place  of  the  Redeemer’s  birth,  and  his  grave,  but  to 
be  more  glorious,  as  the  place  of  his  rejoicing  and  the  scene  of  his  eternal 
triumphs. 

We  say,  then.  Sir,  from  the  part  the  Jewish  nation  has  already  played  in 
human  affairs,  we  might  reasonably,  and  without  the  guidance  of  scripture,  con¬ 
clude,  that  they  are  reserved  to  fulfil  some  high  and  momentous  purpose.  Their 
present  condition,  their  national  identity  in  their  long  dispersion,  is  a  phenomenon 
which  unaided  human  reason  is  utterly  unable  to  explain.  Yes,  Sir,  it  has  been 
well  said,  “The  Jew  remains  a  problem  which  infidelity  can  never  solve.”  A 
nation,  now  in  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century  of  her  dispersion,  as  distinct  from 
the  fluctuating  multitudes  of  the  nations,  as  the  islands  are  from  the  surrounding 
oceans.  The  waves  rise  and  fall,  rage,  and  subside  again  into  quietness,  but  the 
firm-rooted  rocks  of  the  islands  remain  unmoved.  The  empires  of  the  earth,  from 
Nimrod  to  Napoleon,  like  the  waves  of  the  sea,  have  chafed  each  their  little  hour 
of  rage  against  the  rock  of  Judah,  and  have  each  sunk  out  of  vision,  to  rise  no  more. 
But  the  Jewish  nation,  the  mountain  of  the  Lord’s  house,  based  on  a  sure  founda¬ 
tion,  has  stood,  and  now  stands,  and  will  stand,  established  in  the  top  of  the  moun¬ 
tains,  that  all  the  earth  may  know,  and  consider,  and  understand  together,  that  the 
power  of  the  Lord  hath  done  it,  and  the  holy  One  of  Israel  hath  created  it ;  accord¬ 
ing  as  it  is  written — “This  people  have  1  formed  for  myself;  they  shall  show 
forth  my  praise.”  But,  Sir,  we  are  not  left  here  to  inference  and  conjecture.  In 
the  light  which  prophecy  has  shed  over  the  future  prospects  of  this  nation,  all 
becomes  clear  and  plain.  Their  national  existence  is  never  to  cease.  “  Though  I 
make  a  full  end  of  all  nations  where  I  scatter  thee,  I  will  not  make  a  full  end  of 
thee.”  “Ye  shall  not  be  reckoned  among  the  nations.”  They  are  to  be  restored 
to  the  land  of  their  fathers.  “  Behold  the  days  come,  saith  the  Lord,  that  I  will 
perform  that  good  thing  which  I  have  promised,  unto  the  house  of  Israel,  and  to 
the  house  of  Judah.  In  those  days,  and  at  that  time,  will  I  cause  the  Branch  of 
righteousness  to  grow  up  unto  David,  and  he  shall  execute  judgment  and  righteous¬ 
ness  in  the  earth.  In  those  days  shall  Judah  be  saved,  and  Jerusalem  shall  dwell 
safely  ;  and  this  is  the  name  wherewith  she  shall  be  called.  The  Lord  our  Righteous¬ 
ness.”  They  shall  be  converted  to  the  faith  of  Christ.  “I  will  take  you  from 
among  the  heathen,  and  gather  you  out  of  all  countries,  and  will  bring  you  into 
your  own  land  :  then  will  I  sprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  shall  be 
clean.  I  will  pour  upon  the  house  of  David,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  the  spirit  of  grace  and  supplication,  and  they  shall  look  upon  me  whom 
they  have  pierced,  and  they  shall  mourn  for  him  as  one  mourneth  for  an  only  son, 
and  shall  be  in  bitterness  for  him,  as  one  that  is  in  bitterness  for  his  first-born.” 
“  And  I  will  remove  the  iniquity  of  that  land  in  one  day.”  O,  Sir,  what  scales 
of  darkness  will  fall  from  their  eyes,  when  the  long  rejected  and  despised 
Jesus  shall  be  revealed  to  them  as  their  own,  their  true,  their  ever-glorious  Mes¬ 
siah  !  With  what  wonder  and  rapture  will  they  gaze  on  the  divine  glories  beaming 
from  his  person,  and  making  radiant  the  whole  of  his  mysterious  work  of  grace  and 
love!  What  a  blessed  reality  will  it  give  to  their  system  of  types  and  sacrifices! 
What  a  beauty,  and  power,  and  coloring  of  heavenly  grace,  to  their  wonderful  his¬ 
tory  as  a  nation!  Then,  indeed,  the  harp  so  long  silent  and  unstrung,  or  waked 
only  to  breathe  forth  the  notes  of  lamentation  and  sorrow,  shall  be  attuned  to  the 
divine  melody  of  the  Redeemer’s  praise,  infidelity  give  place  to  a  living  faith,  and 
“  Holiness  unto  the  Lord,  be  inscribed  on  all  the  works  of  their  hands.”  Then,  ia 
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the  language  of  the  prophet,  They  shall  be  all  righteous,  they  shall  inherit  the 
land  forever,  the  branch  of  my  planting,  the  work  of  my  hands,  that  I  may  be 
glorified.”  Thus  brought  within  the  fold  of  Christ,  they  shall  prove  an  organ 
of  spiritual  blessing  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.  “  For  if  the  casting  away  of 
them  be  the  reconciling  of  the  world,  what  shall  the  receiving  of  them  be,  but 
life  from  the  dead  ?”  “  If  the/aZ/of  them  be  the  riches  of  the  world,  and  the  dimin¬ 
ishing  of  them  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles,  how  much  more  their  fulness  ?”  “  Sal¬ 

vation  is  of  the  Jews.”  This  is  true  of  the  past;  and,  in  regard  to  the  Gentile 
nations,  I  believe  it  is  to  bo  true  in  a  still  larger  and  more  glorious  sense,  in 
the  future.  The  promise,  that  in  them  “  all  the  families  of  the  earth  should  be 
blessed,”  has  never  yet  been  accomplished.  The  blessings  they  have  conferred 
upon  the  Gentiles,  are  only  a  partial  realization  of  this  rich  promise — a  few 
scattered  rays,  merely,  of  that  unrivalled  glory  which  is  yet  to  be  concentrated  in 
them,  and  to  radiate  from  them,  on  the  length  and  breadth  of  a  dying  world. 
“  Gentiles  shall  come  to  their  light,  and  kings  to  the  brightness  of  their  rising.” 
“  Men,  out  of  all  languages  of  the  nations,  shall  take  hold  of  the  skirt  of  him  that  is 
a  Jew,  saying.  We  will  go  with  you,  for  we  have  heard  that  God  is  with  you.” 
Then  shall  be  ushered  in  a  new  and  bright  era  in  the  religious  history  of  the  Gen¬ 
tile  race.  Under  the  visible  headship  of  their  glorious  King,  these  restored  exiles 
will  be  found  “  as  a  dew  scattered  over  all  the  earth,”  and,  in  their  influence  upon 
the  world,  will  prove  as  “life  from  the  dead.”  Then,  and  not  till  then,  will  the 
cherished  hopes  of  the  people  of  God  be  realized,  in  the  conversion  of  the  earth  to 
Christ ;  and  the  good  seed  which,  amidst  the  storms  and  darkness  of  a  wintry  night, 
has  been  scattered  over  the  nations,  spring  up  to  its  rich  and  abundant  harvest. 

Mr.  President,  for  the  salvation  of  a  people  honoured  by  such  a  Past,  and 
authorized  by  the  Spirit  of  eternal  truth  to  anticipate  such  a  Future,  it  is  good,  it  is 
honourable,  it  is  blessed,  to  labour.  Let  us,  then,  go  forward,  strong  in  the  righteous¬ 
ness  and  greatness  of  our  work,  and  believing  that  “  the  set  time  to  favour  Zion’' 
draws  near. 

Rev.  Mr.  Harkness,  Matteawan,  N.  Y. — Mr.  President,  I  owe  you,  this 
audience,  and  myself,  an  apology  for  my  appearance  before  you  at  this  time.  I 
had  not  the  remotest  idea  of  such  a  thing,  until,  as  I  was  coming  in  at  the  door  this 
evening,  the  following  resolution  was  put  into  ray  hands : — * 

Resolved,  That  the  great  aim  of  this  Society  is  to  declare  the  gospel  of  the 
grace  of  God  to  the  long-neglected  children  of  Abraham  ;  and  that  our  sole  re¬ 
liance  for  success  in  this  work  is  on  the  promised  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
who  is  able  even  to  subdue  all  things  unto  Christ. 

Fortunately,  this  resolution  requires  no  argument  from  me,  in  its  support.  It 
speaks  of  the  Jews  as  having  been  “  long  neglected ;”  and  who  does  not  know  this 
to  be  a  fact  ? — long  and  utterly  neglected.  Trace  them  where  you  may,  you  find 
them  everywhere  a  neglected  people!  Something  is  done  to  carry  the  gospel  to 
all  other  families  of  our  fallen  race,  while  we  have  only  neglected,  where  we  have 
not  persecuted,  those  from  whom  we  received  that  gospel.  Yes,  even  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church,  what  sympathy  has  been  shown  for  the  Jew  ?  Oh,  her  charities  have 
been  few — her  love  cold — and,  when  she  had  uttered  an  occasional  brief  petition 
for  the  ingathering  of  Israel  with  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles,  she  felt  that  her  respon¬ 
sibilities  in  this  department  were  discharged,  and  her  labours  ended.  To  this  day 
they  are  a  neglected  people. 

*  This  resolution  bad  been  assigned  to  tbe  Rev.  Mr.  Kirk,  of  Boston.  Severe  indispo¬ 
sition  prevented  him  from  being  present. 
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The  great  aim  of  this  Society  is — the  first  aim  of  the  Church  should  be — to  go 
and  tell  these  Jews,  to  whom  the  covenant  and  the  promises  belong,  that  Shiloh 
has  come,  and  that  He  is  coming  again.  Yes,  the  Jew  thinks  we  tell  him  that  all 
the  promises  connected  with  Messiah  have  already  been  fulfilled  in  Jesus  of  Naza¬ 
reth,  and  this  he  cannot  believe.  He  expects  a  victorious  Prince ;  we  point  him  to 
the  Man  of  Sorrow.  But  tell  him,  that  He  who  came  in  sorrow,  as  the  suffering 
Lamb  of  God,  will  come  again  in  glory  and  majesty,  as  the  Lion  of  the  Tribe  of 
Judah,  and  that  Jew  and  Gentile  will  then  bow  themselves  down  before  Him, 
and  by  thus  conceding  to  the  Jew  the  appropriate  design  of  the  second  advent, 
you  will  be  more  likely  to  succeed  in  persuading  him  of  the  suitableness  and 
necessity  of  the  first.  It  is  well  that  your  great  aim  is  to  declare  the  gospel  of  the 
grace  of  God  to  Israel.  The  67th  Psalm  is  sufficient  to  show,  that  Israel  is  to  be 
the  grand  instrument  in  declaring  it  effectively  to  the  nations. 

Your  success  in  the  work  I  cannot  doubt,  when  I  see  that  your  sole  reliance 
for  success  is  on  the  promised  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  That  blessed  Spirit, 
speaking  by  prophets  and  apostles,  has  abundantly  testified  His  sympathy  with 
your  efforts.  “  Arise,  shine ;  for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
is  risen  upon  thee.  For,  behold,  the  darkness  shall  cover  the  earth,  and  gross 
darkness  the  people  :  but  the  Lord  shall  arise  upon  thee,  and  his  glory  shall  be 
seen  upon  thee.  And  the  Gentiles  shall  come  to  thy  light,  and  kings  to  the  bright¬ 
ness  of  thy  rising;”  Is.  lx.  1-3.  “‘Behold,  at  that  time  I  will  undo  all  that 
afflict  thee ;  and  I  will  save  her  that  halteth,  and  gather  her  that  was  driven 
out ;  and  I  will  get  them  praise  and  fame  in  every  land  where  they  have 
been  put  to  shame Zeph.  iii.  19.  “  Neither  shall  they  defile  themselves 

any  more  with  their  idols,  nor  with  their  detestable  things,  nor  with  any  of  their 
transgressions :  but  I  will  save  them  out  of  all  their  dwelling-places  wherein  they 
have  sinned,  and  will  cleanse  them:  so  shall  they  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be 
their  God.  And  David  my  servant  shall  be  king  over  them;”  Ezek.  xxxvii.  23, 
24.  “  And  the  Lord  of  hosts  shall  reign  in  mount  Zion,  and  in  Jerusalem,  and 

before  his  ancients,  gloriously  ;”  Is.  xxiv.  23.  In  like  manner  the  Apos¬ 
tle  of  the  Gentiles  tells  us  that  the  natural  branches  were  cut  off  only  for  a  season, 
and  for  a  specific  purpose,  and,  when  that  is  accomplished,  they  shall  be 
“  graffed  in  again.”  “  A  nation  shall  then  bo  born  in  a  day” — who  doubts  that  that 

nation  is  Israel  ?  “  And  the  ransomed  of  the  Lord  shall  return,  and  come  to 

* 

Zion  with  songs,  and  everlasting  joy  upon  their  heads;  they  shall  obtain  joy 
and  gladness,  and  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away;”  Isa.  xxxv.  10.  God 
will  be  true  to  His  promises. 

The  Rev.  John  H.  Bernheim,  on©  of  the  Society’s  missionaries,  offered  the 
next  resolution : — 

Resolved,  That  the  present  remarkable  agitation  in  the  Jewish  mind,  and 
the  spreading  spirit  of  rebellion  against  Rabbinical  bondage,  furnish  a  strong 
motive  for  greatly  enlarged  efforts  to  save  this  ancient  and  interesting  race  from 
the  depths  of  Rationalism  and  Infidelity. 

The  present  religious  condition  of  the  Jews,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  Europe,  as  well  a« 
in  this  country,  belongs  to  the  remarkable  appearances  of  our  age.  Till  lately, 
the  Jews  formed,  not  only  through  their  statutes,  customs  and  laws,  but  also 
through  their  relation  with  their  neighbours,  an  entirely  separate  community  • 
and  although  some  of  them  had  gained  great  riches,  yet  not  the  general  respect 
of  the  people.  The  last  Jewish  generation  perceived  the  chasm  which  separated 
them  from  the  moral  element  of  Christianity,  and  believed  that  a  reform  of  their 
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condition  only  could  fill  it  up.  And  thus  began,  consciously  and  unconsciously, 
the  intellectual  fermentation  within  Judaism.  They  began  to  lay  aside  old  cus¬ 
toms  and  ceremonies,  and  accommodate  themselves  to  the  ways  and  customs  of 
the  Christians  among  whom  they  lived,  without  giving  up  entirely  the  source  of 
their  contempt,  the  rabbinical  statutes.  The  result  was,  that  the  Jews  remained 
Jews  still,  and  their  condition  stilt  uncomfortable.  And  now  the  very  name 
“  Jew''  became  irksome ;  they  substituted  the  name  Israelite."  But  still  the 
Jew  remained  a  Jew;  only,  in  place  of  being  in  collision  with  Christianity  alone, 
he  came  into  conflict  with  Judaism  also,  and  his  condition  became  more  and  more 
entangled. 

There  were  but  two  ways  of  escape,  either  to  return  to  orthodox  Judaism, 
or  to  embrace  Christianity.  The  first  w’as  a  burden  to  them  which  they  were 
unwilling  to  bear ;  and  as  for  the  second,  although  many  embraced  Christianity, 
yet  the  greater  part  could  not  encounter  and  overcome  the  obstacles  which  are 
generally  in  the  way  of  proselytes.  A  change  from  Judaism  to  Christianity 
effects  the  dissolution  of  I'arniiy  connections,  which  even  nature  has  sanctified. 
Whoever  knows  the  power  of  habit,  and  the  ineffaceable  impression  made  on 
youth  under  parental  training,  can  easily  conceive  what  conflict  every  proselyte 
has  to  endure — a  conflict  which  would  surely  last  forever,  if  the  Prince  of 
peace  did  not  bestow  upon  them  that  peace  which  the  world  cannot  give. 

Again,  there  are  some  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  proselyte  from  the  side  of 
the  Christians.  Every  convert  is  treated  by  tlie  Christians  with  distrust,  their 
candid  design  doubted — they  may  bo  carnal — their  intention  selfish,  &c. 

Expelled  from  their  father’s  house,  persecuted  by  their  brethren,  distrusted  by 
the  Christians,  and  despised  by  the  children  of  the  world,  they  looked  out  for  some 
other  way  to  escape  these  evils.  At  first  they  became  indifferent  to  religion  in  gen¬ 
eral;  then,  disbelieving  the  Bible  and  reading  the  works  of  infidels  and  ration¬ 
alists,  they  imbibed  their  sentiments,  and  as  they  found,  even  among  Christian 
divines  and  professors,  those  who  cried,  with  the  Jews  of  old,  “away  with  this 
man!”  they  united  with  them,  and  cried,  even  louder  than  these,  “Away,  away 
with  the  old  and  new  ;  we  believe  nothing  but  what  reason  teaches  us  to  believe.” 
And  such  is  now  the  creed  of  their  reformers,  and  of  the  majority  of  Jews. 

One  violent  schism  after  another  has  sundered  their  communities ;  the  rituals 
of  their  synagogues  are  changed  ;  the  Talmud  is  a  fable ;  the  Word  of  God  nothing 
more;  circumcision  an  oriental  custom,  and  Jerusalem  an  ancient  ruin,  of  which 
nothing  is  to  be  expected. 

Well  enough  could  some  of  them  unite  with  Ronge,  and  receive  baptism  ;  his 
creed  is  theirs,  and  theirs  his;  Jesus  the  reformer  they  confess,  but  he  came  2000 
years  too  soon  ;  his  generation  could  not  understand  him,  and  he  became  a  second 
Socrates.  What  are  the  Jews  now?  Their  own  confession  is :  W  e  are  neither 
Jews  nor  Christians,  we  do  not  keep  the  nilH.  (law,)  neither  do  we  believe  Chris¬ 
tianity  ;  we  believe  nothing.  Beliold,  in  the  people  of  the  covenant,  a  nation  with¬ 
out  religion  !  They  have  separated  from  the  Old  Testament,  without  receiving  the 
New.  They  renounce  all  positive  belief,  and  every  historical  basis.  They  set 
aside  the  book  of  revelation  of  the  living  God,  as  well  as  the  Talmud,  and  they 
believe  that  in  this  consists  their  complete  redemption  from  misery,  and  the  salva¬ 
tion  of  Zion. 

We  are  sorry  to  make  such  statements,  and  we  could  shed  tears  of  blood  over 
the  aberration  of  our  brethren,  who  give  up  and  cast  away  their  old  inheritance, 
the  law  and  the  prophets,  and  refuse  the  happiness  of  the  grace  in  Jesus  Christ, 
their  Messiah. 
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The  appearance  of  Christianity  was  the  true  reform  of  Judaism  for  the  whole 
human  family — and  why  should  it  not  be  for  the  Jews  now  ?  We  are  firmly  con¬ 
vinced,  that  from  no  other  quarter  can  deliverance  come  to  Israel. 

Shall  we,  then,  as  Christians,  leave  the  Jews  in  their  miserable  condition,  without 
making  an  effort  to  relieve  them,  when  we  are  convinced  that  nothing  else  can, 
or  will,  save  them,  except  the  gospel  1  Shall  we  leave  them  to  perish  in  their 
infidelity  and  sin  ?  Did  Christ  not  command,  “  Go  and  teach  all  nations  ?” 
Did  not  this  make  it  the  duty  of  the  primitive  Christians,  even  under  much  perse¬ 
cution,  to  proclaim  to  the  Jews  the  glad  tidings  of  a  Redeemer;  and  should  we, 
who  have  nothing  to  fear,  neglect  this  important  duty  ? 

You  know  their  bitterness  and  enmity  against  Christianity  ;  you  are  acquainted 
with  the  fact  that  some  of  the  most  eminent  fathers  of  rationalism  and  infidelity, 
were  Jews — (Philo,  Spinoza  and  Mendelsohn.)  If  this  poison  would  remain 
within  the  walls  of  the  synagogues,  it  would  be  sufficient  reason  to  labour  with 
all  might  to  save  this  ancient  and  interesting  race  ;  but,  with  shameless  face 
and  reckless  hand,  they  spread  it  through  states  and  countries.  In  Europe  they 
have  the  press  in  their  hand,  and  publicly  blaspheme  the  name  of  the  Lord.  An 
eminent  divine  (Mr.  Bellson)  in  Berlin,  Prussia,  writes  :  “  The  Jewish  leaders  of 
public  opinion  domineer  over  us,  more  than  the  Jesuits  have  ever  done,  and  in 
such  a  degree,  that  we,  to  make  this  statement,  had  to  create  a  new  organ,  as 
we  hardly  can  find  one  in  all  Prussia.” 

The  gospel  must  be  preached  to  the  Jews ;  enlarged  efforts  must  be  made  to 
save  them  ;  the  law  must  still  become  their  schoolmaster  to  bring  them  to  Christ ; 
they  must  be  led  to  see  the  folly  and  wickedness  of  modern  Judaism,  and  return  to 
the  Lord. 

Think  of  their  deplorable  condition  ;  think  what  responsibility  rests  upon  you, 
if  you  let  them  starve  a  spiritual  death,  whilst  the  means  are  in  your  hands  to 
save  them ;  think  what  you  have  received  through  them — mercy.  “  Even  so 
have  these  also  now  not  believed,  that  through  your  mercy  they  also  may  obtain 
mercy.”  If  one  spark  of  gratitude  is  left  in  your  bosom,  it  must  burn  with  sym¬ 
pathy  and  commiseration,  to  save  this  interesting  race  from,  eternal  ruin. 

To  human  power  it  is  indeed  impossible;  only  faith  in  the  promises,  that 
the  Son  of  God  will  lead  them  to  true  glory  and  happiness,  can  redeem  Israel 
from  all  misery.  The  power  of  this  belief,  as  well  as  the  conviction  that  he 
alone  can  make  them  happy  and  free,  be  the  watchword  and  strength  of  your 
Society. 

But  “how  shall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard?  and  how 
shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher  ?  and  how  shall  they  preach,  except  they  be 
sent?”  “Show  your  faith  by  your  works.”  “Now  is  the  day  of  grace — now 
the  day  of  salvation.”  Now  is  the  lime  to  labour  among  the  covenant  people — 
now  they  must  learn  to  see  their  lost  condition — now  they  are  in  a  state  of 
mind  to  listen  to  the  truth  of  Christianity — now,  or  never !  Go  to  work,  relying 
on  the  promises  of  the  eternal  Jehovah — defy  the  scorn  of  the  devil  and  his 
emissaries — let  your  light  shine,  and  you  will  gain  friends,  even  those  who  are 
now  opposed  to  your  Society  and  operations.  Send  missionaries  to  our  ports  and 
cities  filled  with  Jews,  in  which,  in  some  measure,  your  missionaries  have 
gained  already  access,  and  broken  down  the  wall  of  partition.  Let  them  preach 
Christ,  the  atonement  for  our  sins,  holding  forth  the  truth  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  ; 
proving,  by  Moses  and  the  Prophets,  that  he  is  the  promised  seed,  to  bruise  the 
serpent’s  head — convincing,  by  history,  that  Christianity  is  the  only  religion  which 
makes  the  nations  happy,  and  secures  their  welfare — helping  those  inquirers 
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who  ask,  “  what  must  we  do  and  strengthening  those  who  have  confessed  the 
Lord,  which  is  as  necessary  as  it  was  to  convince  them  of  Christ.  “  For  this” — 
saith  the  celebrated  Dr.  Tholuck — “  for  this  is  the  reason,  the  great  reason,  which 
must  hinder  the  efficacy  of  all  our  missionary  activity  among  the  Jews  ;  that  in 
the  Church  there  is  not  that  community  of  feeling  and  brotherly  love  with  which 
these  new  converts  should  be  welcomed  and  encircled,  so  that  the  tender  plant 
may  grow  into  a  vigorous  tree.  VVe  sow  the  seed,  but  when  it  begins  to  grow, 
there  is  none  that  watereth ;  we  water,  but  there  is  none,  in  case  of  a  storm, 
that  would  bind  fast  the  young,  wavering  tree.  Who  should  believe  it,  that 
converted  Israelites  in  the  midst  of  Christians  find  less  supporting  and  nourishing 
care,  than  those  among  the  heathen  ?  Among  the  heathen,  the  missionaries 
gather  around  them  their  little  flock,  that  they  may  cherish  and  nurse  them  till 
they  have  become  strong  in  faith  and  in  the  Lord ;  whilst  here  among  Christians, 
the  new  converts  are  pushed  into  the  world,  after  they  have  received  baptism, 
and  left  to  their  fate,  if  they  might,  by  chance,  find  one  true  among  the  thousands 
of  nominal  Christians,  who  really  takes  an  interest  in  their  spiritual  welfare. 
Therefore,  before  we  complain  about  the  deceits  and  hardness  of  heart  of  the 
carnal  Israel,  let  the  spiritual  Israel  accuse  us  that  we  are  wanting  of  the  salt 
of  brotherly  love.  Provide  for  those  who  forsake  all  and  follow  Jesus,  and  I 
assure  you,  your  labour  shall  not  be  in  vain.  The  time  is  fast  approaching  when 
all  “  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  will  become  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord.”  Let 
the  Jews  have  the  gospel,  and  you  will  see  that  “  salvation  is  of  the  Jews;”  “  the 
receiving  of  them  will  be  as  life  from  the  dead.”  Infidelity  will  then  be  an 
impossibility;  for  thus  saith  the  Lord ;  “  They  shall  all  know  me,  from  the  least  of 
them  to  the  greatest  of  them ;  neither  shall  they  defile  themselves  any  more ; 
and  living  water  shall  go  out  of  Jerusalem.” 

Friends  of  Christ  and  Israel !  help  to  speed  this  glorious  time,  and,  whilst  you 
give  blessings  to  others,  yourselves  will  be  blessed. 

And  to  you,  my  brethren,  I  say  :  Believe  in  him  whom  your  fathers  crucified, 
and  ye  shall  be  saved. 

Rev.  Dk.  Bond,  New  York,  ofiered  the  last  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  renews  its  earnest  appeal  to  all  the  churches  of  Christ 
in  this  land,  for  a  more  general  and  hearty  co-operation  in  prayer  and  efibrt, 
in  behalt  of  this  cause  of  Israel,  and  the  world. 

I  have  listened  to  these  addresses  with  attention,  with  delight^  and  I  trust  with 
some  measure  of  edification ;  and  it  has  happened  just  as  I  expected.  I  came 
wholly  unfurnished  with  material  for  a  speech,  and,  therefore,  requested  to  be 
put  last ;  and  now,  sure  enough,  the  whole  ground  has  been  gone  over. 

Those  who  have  preceded  me  have  made  me  regret  that  I  am  an  old  man — 
a  feeling  that  I  am  not  sure  that  I  ever  had  before.  But  really  I  see  growing 
up  around  me  so  many  noble  institutions — so  benevolent — so  full  of  the  spirit 
of  the  gospel — that  I  do  regret  that  I  shall  pass  away  soon — so  soon.  I  must  con¬ 
fess,  Sir,  that  this  particular  effort  I  have  not  hitherto  estimated  as  I  ought  to  have 
done.  I  say  that  I  have  never  before  appreciated  it,  as  I  have  been  taught  to 
do  by  the  previous  speakers.  And  now  I  start  up,  and  ask  myself.  Why  have  we 
neglected  the  Jew  7  I  recollect,  that  the  command  was  to  ''begin  at  Jerusalem,'' 
the  scene  of  the  crucifixion;  and  those  who  were  sent,  so  far  from  neglecting  the 
Jew,  and  withholding  the  gospel  from  him,  almost  forgot  that  anybody  else  was 
to  have  it.  In  all  their  journeyings,  they  never  failed  to  repair  to  the  synagogue ; 
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and  a  special  revelation  was  needed,  before  Peter  would  condescend  to  visit 
Cornelius. 

How  comes  it,  then,  that  the  Christian  Church,  so  soon  after  the  apostles’  days, 
began  to  neglect  the  Jew,  and  cut  him  off  from  her  sympathies?  Ah  !  Sir,  here 
is  the  thing  that  should  cover  us  with  shame.  We  lost  not  only  the  zeal  of  the 
first  missionaries,  but  their  message  also.  Why,  Sir,  it  had  seemed  as  if  the  gospel 
were  about  to  take  the  wings  of  the  morning,  and  sweep  all  round  the  globe.  And 
what  arrested  its  flight?  No  wonder  we  forgot  the  Jews.  The  very  heathen 
were  shut  up  from  us — sealed  up  hermetically  against  Christianity — and  all  because 
it  ceased  to  be  Christianity.  What  gain  would  it  have  been  for  the  nations  to  have 
cast  their  idols  to  the  moles  and  bats,  had  they  merely  substituted  the  idols  of 
Romanism  ?  Surely,  it  was  a  mercy  of  God,  to  circumscribe  the  dominion  of 
such  a  gospel ;  and  how  great  a  mercy,  that  he  left  us  a  little  remnant. 

But  then,  towards  the  beginning  of  the  16th  century,  it  pleased  God  to  revive  His 
work.  Then  we  should  have  expected,  the  message  being  restored,  the  Jew 
would  been  thought  of  again.  And  why  not  ?  Sir,  we  Methodists  have  a  way  of 
talking  out  very  plainly.  The  fact  is,  we  took  to  interpolating  too — disputing 
about  our  points,  our  five  points,  until  we  got  to  point  no  point.  Was  it  the 
gospel  of  peace  that  we  should  have  carried  abroad  at  that  time  ?  No,  Sir, 
but  a  sword.  Lately,  however,  in  London,  we  found  a  new  platform  on  which 
we  can  all  stand,  and  have  room  enough. 

The  resolution  speaks  of  “  effort.”  And  what  has  any  man  in  this  house  done 
yet  in  this  cause  ?  This  work  must  be  done — and  done  by  human  instrumen¬ 
tality.  God  works  no  miracles  to  do  what  can  as  well  be  done  without  them. 
It  required  a  miracle  to  raise  Lazarus,  but  he  came  forth  “  bound.”  Christ  did  not 
work  another  to  “  loose  him and  the  reason  was,  that  the  disciples  could  do 
that. 

There  is  one  advantage  in  being  an  old  man.  I  have  learned  something  by 
experience,  something  by  observation.  And,  among  other  things,  I  have  learned 
to  have  very  little  regard  for  what  is  called  personal  property.  But  for  real 
estate  I  have  a  very  great  regard.  There  is  something  solid,  substantial,  secure, 
about  that.  Only  let  us  be  sure  that  it  is  real  estate ;  for  there  is  no  such  thing  in 
this  world.  “Lay  up  your  treasure  in  heaven,  where  neither  moth  nor  rust  doth 
corrupt,  nor  thieves  break  through  nor  steal.”  That  is  the  only  real  estate. 
^Vhen  I  have  thought  of  making  my  will,  I  have  found  that  I  was  not  a  bit  wiser 
than  Solomon,  who  could  not  tell  whether  the  man,  to  whom  he  should  leave 
all,  would  be  a  wise  man  or  a  fool.  But  I  am  quite  sure  of  having  whatever  I  have 
given  away  for  Christ — have  it,  yes,  a  hundred  fold  in  this  present  life,  and  in  the 
world  to  come  life  everlasting.  I  think  I  love  my  children,  but  why  should  1  give 
them  everything,  and  keep  nothing  to  myself?  I  have  surely  aright  to  some 
share — and  one-third  would  not  be  too  great  a  portion.  May  God  impress  this 
truth  upon  us  all,  and  give  us  to  feel  it,  and  act  accordingly. 

The  several  resolutions  were  successively  adopted ;  and  this  very  interesting 
meeting  was  closed  with  the  apostolic  benediction  by  the  Reverend  Chairman. 


Report  on  the  treasurer’s  account. 


The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American 
Society  for  Meliorating  the  Condition  of  the  Jews,  to  examine  and  audit 
the  accounts  of  their  Treasurer,  for  the  year  ending  May  1st,  1847, 


REPORT, 

That  they  have  discharged  that  duty,  and  find  a  balance  from  former  account  of  $142  55 
Since  which  time  the  Treasurer  has  received,  from  legacies  left  the  Society, 
dues  of  members,  subscriptions  to  the  Jewish  Chronicle,  donations,  and 


other  sources,  the  sum  of... .  6,547  59 

Total, . $6,690  14 

That  the  Treasurer  has,  during  the  same  period,  paid  out,  by  order  of  the 
Board,  (as  per  bis  account  rendered,  which  has  been  compai'ed  with 
the  vouchers  submitted  therewith  to  the  Committee,  and  found  to  be 
correct,)  the  sum  of. . . .  6,657  89 


Leaving  a  balance  now  in  the  Treasury,  of. 


New  York,  May  Is^,  1847. 


WILLIAM  LIBBEY, 
NATHL.  N.  HALSTED, 


Committee. 


ABSTRACT  FROM  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 

Cash  received,  (including  balance  in  the  Treasury,)  during  the  year,  from 
collections  in  various  churches,  donations,  Auxiliary  Societies,  subscri¬ 


bers  to  the  Jewish  Chronicle,  and  other  sources . $6,690  14 


EXPENDITURES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Salaries  of  Missionaries,  Agents,  and  Superintendent  of  Mission  House . $2,277  42 

Salaries  of  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretaries,  and  Clerk  in  the  oflBce  787  50 

Travelling  expenses  of  Missionaries . 991  78 

Rent  and  incidental  expenses  of  Mission  House .  932  39 

Inmates  of  Mission  House . 145  86 

Postages,  and  incidental  expenses  of  the  Board..... . 157  69 

Printing  Tracts,  Annual  Report,  &c . 209  38 

Printing  Jewish  Chronicle .  809  00 

Out-door  relief  to  destitute  Jews .  76  99 

Office  rent  and  expenses .  177  25 

Jewish  Intelligence,  and  foreign  periodicals .  92  63 


$6,657  89 


THOMAS  BUSSING,  Treasurer. 


Audited,  and  found  to  be  a  true  abstract. 


WILLIAM  LIBBEY, 
NATHL.  N.  HALSTED, 


I 


Auditors. 


New  York,  May  \st,  1847. 
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